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Another Big Bluff? 

MPOSITION by Mr. Ernest Marples, 
Minister of Transport, of a general spt ed 
limit of 50 m.p.h. on certain roads as 
experiment over the Whitsun holiday 
1d is unlikely to achieve a significant 

luction of accidents, though it might well 

lead to even greater congestion on these routes 
t peak-traffic periods, and thus to greater 
frustration and a climate in which accident 
material is nurtured. Apart from the 
thruster, who admittedly occasionally in- 
volves himself and others in an accident of 
the more spectacular kind, few drivers either 
can or attempt to drive at holiday time at 
more than 50 m.p.h. in the solid masses of 
traffic found on the roads selected for the 
experiment. By far the majority of accidents 
under these conditions occur at comparatively 
low speed and causes can often be traced 
back to inattention, probably engendered 
by the boredom of this type of driving. 
Arbitrary restriction of the kind proposed will 
make overtaking, where it was hitherto prac- 
ticable and safe, more hazardous, since it will 
take longer to complete the manoeuvre, and 
will thus prevent, limit or make dangerous 
the sorting out that now takes place on more 
open stretches of even crowded highways. 
Restriction will thus inevitably lead to bigger 
build-ups at the bottlenecks. It will deter 
neither the aggressive driver nor the speed 
maniac, for who is to enforce the new limit? 


iImiut 


Adequate Enforcement Needed 
MNPHE police cannot be everywhere at once 
and there is little evidence that the 
habitual wrongdoer on the roads is ever 
checked short of an accident, without enforce- 
ment of a general speed limit to contend with. 
One thing that might keep the dolt’s mind on 
his driving and the hog’s foot off his 
accelerator is fear of being caught. Let the 
Minister organise a maximum effort of police 
patrols out with the holiday motoring crowds, 
borrowed from neighbouring forces if neces- 
sary; let him advertise the fact that they are 
going to be there; let him arm them with 
loud loud-hailers to call the careless or 
inattentive to order; let him have them and 
subsequently the courts jump hard on the 
law breaker at major roads, double white 
lines, traffic lights and in built-up areas; in 
fact, let him take some positive action 
towards enforcing the entirely adequate 
rules, regulations and laws we already have 


and one could guarantee a _ spectacular 
improvement in driving standards and 
reduction in road accidents. If the new 


50 m.p.h. speed limit achieves any positive 
result at all, it will have succeeded only tem- 
porarily by as big a bluff as the Minister 
allegedly admits the Pink Zone to have been; 
our present desperate ills on the roads need 
more permanent remedies. 





Cats Among the Pigeons 
HEN Dr. C. S. Andrews, chairman of 
Coras Iompair Eireann, reported 
recently to the senior managerial staff 
that, in the financial year to March 31, the 
undertaking had increased its revenue by 
£800,000 and reduced its overall deficit by 
well over £1 million to £700,000, he was 
placing on record a very creditable achieve- 
ment. Mr. Frank Lemass, the general 
manager, added, moreover, that there had 
been an improvement of £700,000 on the 
railway section alone. There remains, of 
course, much to be done if the undertaking 
is to pay its way by March, 1964, and it is 
obvious that more pruning of seriously 
unremunerative railway services will be 
necessary. Any such step is, however, likely 
to meet considerable opposition and it was 
doubtless with the idea of hammering home 
the seriousness of the position that Mr. E. A. 
Grace, the assistant general manager, has put 
several large and rampageous cats among the 
pigeons of Dun Laoghaire, Killiney and 
points south-east thereof. He suggested that 
the annual loss of £137,000 on operating the 
suburban train service between Dublin and 
Bray was unreasonable. While a great deal 
of consideration would be given to the matter 
before any steps were taken, the revenue 
would have to be increased threefold merely 


CURRENT TOPICS 


to cover direct costs. This address has been 
followed by the customary flood of letters 
to the newspapers, passing of resolutions by 
representative bodies, and the rest, but it 
seems probable that retention of the service 
will involve at best shutting many of the 
intermediate stations which are rather closely 
spaced. There are, of course, frequent buses 
on the Dublin—Dalkey route which super- 
seded the trams over roads parallel to the 
railway most of the way. One thing has been 
achieved; that is belated realisation that those 
wanting to keep trains must use them. 





parking the whole roadway in the towns 
should be available for the movement of 
traffic. The co-ordinated service with the 
City of Exeter continued to work success 
fully, with new services to the airport and 
to the university. Liaison with British Rail 
ways through the Standing Joint Committee 
was close; withdrawal of Newton Abbot to 
Moretonhampstead trains had _ involved 
additional timings and a diversion via 
Lustleigh. During the year 35 new vehicles, 
costing £181,233, had been placed in service, 
including 17 large-capacity double-deckers, 
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It Has Come to Stay 
[% a criticism of the alleged non-activity of 
the present Minister of Transport in a 
Sunday newspaper article, Lord Boothby 
conceals a sharp attack on road haulage. 
‘‘Get the heavy traffic off the roads and on 
to the railways, which badly need it,’’ he 
says, ‘‘by limiting the weight and size of 
vehicles and keeping lorries off the roads for 


specified hours in congested areas. Our 
existing roads,’’ he adds, ‘‘were never 
designed to carry loads of more than 


three tons and leave a margin of safety.’’ It 
should not be difficult for Lord Boothby to 
discover that the safety record of commercial 
vehicles is a very high one and that the larger 
types are seldom involved in accident. Many 
of their drivers have been on the roads year 
in and year out for very long periods without 
even an incident which reflects discredit on 
them. As to obstruction, only the most rabid 
critic would deem a heavy weight notably 
less manoeuvrable than a 3-tonner. The 
railways do need traffic, but they will get it 
on their merits of price and service, not by 
coercion. The advantages of road transport 
in convenience and in reducing the cost of 
living are manifest; it is important not to 
throw them away by increasing delivery costs 
for the benefit of the pleasure motorist by 
closing the streets to use by lorries during 
part of the day. Road freight transport is 
here to stay. 





Parking at the Seaside 
OCAL authorities in coastal resorts are 
often reluctant to take action towards 
stringent enforcement of no-parking 
regulations lest they discourage visiting 
motorists, said Mr.W. M. Dravers, chairman, 
to the recent annual meeting of Devon 
General Omnibus and Touring Company 
proprietors. If they take no action, however, 
the effect may be precisely what they are 
so anxious to avoid. If Devon and its resorts 
become notorious for inordinate traffic delays 
—and the writing is already on the wall— 
holidaymakers will seek fresh woods and 
pastures new. He pointed out that those 
waiting at wayside bus stops were entitled 
to expect a high degree of punctuality and 
it was therefore important that by restricting 
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12 one-man single-deckers and six coaches. 
The new bus station at Newton Abbot enabled 
the adjacent temporary station to be 
developed as a maintenance and repair depot 
which in turn would make it possible to dis- 
pose of Kingsteignton garage. A joint station 
with Western National should be available 
at Paignton by June. 





Fourth Historic Vehicle Rally 
BEAULIEU, well-known to all vintage 

vehicle enthusiasts for its unique 

museum, is to be the venue of the 
fourth rally to be staged by the Historic 
Commercial Vehicle Club, of which Lord 
Montagu of Beaulieu is chairman. The rally 
is being held over the Whitsun weekend, 
June 4 and 5, with a social gathering of club 
members, competitors and their guests on the 
Saturday evening and major rally events on 
the Sunday. An opportunity will also be 
provided for visiting the Beaulieu Motor 
Museum. The club committee has decided 
to discontinue regular monthly meetings 
during the winter session and instead to offer 
a programme of a few meetings, at each of 
which a speaker of wide repute on subjects 
of interest to club members will be engaged. 
The talks will be widely publicised and 
meetings will be open to non-members, by 
which means further support for the club is 
expected to be engendered. Owners of his- 
toric commercial vehicles, whether club 
members or not, wishing to enter the rally at 
Beaulieu are invited to apply to the organiser, 
Mr. K. C. Blacker, 39 Mitchell Road, Lon- 
don, N.13. Entry is free to full members and 
costs 10s. 6d. for associate members; out- 
siders pay a guinea fee. 


AL 


A Merited Honour 
[' was a happy thought of K.L.M. (Royal 
Dutch Airlines) to name one of its new 
Douglas DC8s Sir Frank Whittle, even 
if, as Sir Frank pointed out in his speech at 
the ceremony on Tuesday, he seemed to be 
the only one of the aviation pioneers com- 
memorated in the fleet who was still alive. 
Equally appropriate was the date, for it was 
on May 17, 1920, that a DH16 of Aircraft 
Transport and Travel on charter to K.L.M. 
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and flown by Captain H. Shaw, operated the 


first flight from London to Amsterdam and 
thereby established the airline on a route 
which it has maintained ever since, save for 
the period of German or ipation of the 
Netherlands Both Sir Frank and Jerry 
Shaw were among the passengers on the DC8 
when it arrived at London Airport for the 
naming ceremony. (Guests were later able 


to inspect the aircraft and to admire the very 
effective colour and the excellent 
layout of passenger amenities such as seat 
lights, ashtrays and individual air supplies. 
The airline is full of reasoned optimism as 
to the future which lies ahead of its new jet 
fleet, although its deputy president, Dr. E. H. 
van der Beugel, made an eloquent plea for 
increased freedom for air transport by 
removing political shackles 


schemes 
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Sydney Expressways 
AN American firm of engineering con- 
sultants is to design expressways for the 
central metropolitan area of Sydney, at 
an estimated fee of £200,000. De Leuw, 
Cather and Company will begin work 
shortly. Investigations and planning will be 
in four phases. In the first the company will 
question motorists about their starting places 
and destination at a line drawn around the 
centre of the city, at a second line about 
five miles out, and at another drawn east- 
west through the city. Using this information 
it will prepare data to be used for the 
immediate planning of the expressways, and 
for the future planning of traffic and road 
improvements, as well as parking improve- 
ments. In the second phase general plans 
will be prepared for the Warringah express- 
way, from the northern end of Sydne 
Harbour Bridge to Ernest Street, Nort 
Sydney; the western distributor, from the 
southern end of the bridge to near Jones 
Street, Ultimo; the western expressway, from 
Jones Street to Annandale, including the 
Ultimo interchange, and alternative align- 
ments for the main route; alternative align- 
ments for the eastern distributor. Phase III 
is the making of detailed plans and estimates, 
while the fourth will be preparation of com- 
plete working drawings for the Warringah 
expressway, brought to the stage where 
tenders could be called. It is expected that 
this will take nine months. 
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United Kingdom Oil Consumption 
Or! consumption in the United Kingdom 


rose by 17.5 per cent in 1959 compared 

with the previous year, to reach a total 
of 364 million tons (excluding bunkers for 
ships engaged in the foreign trade), according 
to final figures recently issued by Petroleum 
Information Bureau. Fuel oil consumption 
(including that for public electricity genera- 
tion) again showed the greatest increase, 
being almost a third higher and reaching 
nearly 14 million tons. Gas-diesel oil 
deliveries were up by 4.6 percent, but usage of 
this product in gasworks is declining because 
it is being replaced by light distillate feed- 
stock and petroleum gases. If gas oil for gas- 
making is excluded, the increase in demand 
amounted to 13.3 per cent. Over 7 million 
tons of motor spirit were consumed during 
the year—7.5 per cent more than in 1958. 
Deliveries to garages and service stations were 
higher by 10.8 per cent, but consumption of 
motor spirit by commercial users fell by 
3 per cent, due to the growing use of diesel- 
engined vehicles. Their demand for fuel 
expanded by 11 per cent and aviation fuels 
were 4.1 per cent higher at 1,628,425 tons, 
reversing the downward trend of the first nine 
months of the year, while deliveries of 
propane and butane increased by 40.5 per 
cent and bitumen consumption reached a 
record figure of nearly a million tons as a 
result of increased road-building activity. 
Besides its statistics of 1959 consumption, 
Petroleum Information Bureau issued figures 
to indicate the remarkable growth in U.K. 
oil demand during the past score of years. 
These show that deliveries of all products 
were 8,990,686 tons in 1938, reached 
12,766,025 tons in 1948 and just topped 
19 million tons in 1953, compared with last 
year’s record of 36} million tons. 





Efficiency 

Full-forward control, with new 
wide-vision cab over front springs 
and power unit forward of front 
axle provides exceptional! 
bodyspace and balanced 

load distribution. 


Sturdy and Powerful 
Ample power is provided by either 
a fully-proved 4-cylinder petrol 
or diesel engine, whilst chassis, 
body and cab are all built to 
endure the most gruelling working 
conditions. 


Economical Performance 
The Karrier “Bantam’'s’ 
combination of strength, lightness 
and accessibility reduces both 
running and maintenance costs to 
an extremely low level. 


Salient Features 

Powered by either 4-cylinder 
0.h.v. 53 b.h.p. petrol engine 

embodying chrome cylinder bores 
for phenomenal life, or 54 b.h.p. 
4-cylinder light diesel engine for 
great economy 


(Petrol or Diesel) 


Full-forward control, giving 
exceptional manoeuvrability 
Bodywork cleared of obstructing 
wheel arches 

w.b 
w.b 
chassis 


Over 11° bodyspace on 8 
chassis; over 14’ on 10 


Powerful hydraulic brakes 


Comfortable all-stee! cab with 
panoramic windscreen. 


PRODUCT — BUILT STRONGER 


KARRIER MOTORS LTD. LUTON BEDS. 
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meets every transport 
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Distinguished Partnership 
The distinction of the Rover is matched by 
the distinction of the aluminium alloy 

it so extensively incorporates. Birmabright, 
the original alloy specially developed to 
withstand corrosion, possesses also the virtues 
of lightness, strength and resilience —a 
combination of qualities that adds lustre to 
both sides of the partnership. 

Do you use Birmabright corrosion- 

resisting aluminium alloy? 


Birmabright | 
Woodgate Works 


BIRMABRIGHT 


Plain lacts 


reasons why the 
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The Editor is prepared to consider con- 
tributions offered for publication in 
MODERN TRANSPORT, but intending con- 
tributors should first study the length 
and style of articles appearing in the 
paper and satisfy themselves that the 
topic with which they propose to deal 
is relevant to editorial requirements. In 
controversial subjects relating to all 
aspects of transport and traffic this 
newspaper offers a platform for inde- 
pendent comment and debate. 
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Safeguarding the Interests 
of Transport Users 


HE year 1959 the the 
history of the area transport consulta 
tive committees: hence a great increase 

in the work of the Central Transport Con 
sultative Committee which amongst other 
things has to consider and approve (or 
otherwise) all the recommendations of the 
area committees. Remarking on this fact in 
its eleventh annual report (H.M. Stationery 
Office, Is. net) the Central Committee states 
that this increase of work has not begun to 
reach the peak anticipated from the British 
Transport Commission's intention, expressed 
in Cmd. 813 (Re-appraisal of the Railway 
Modernisation Plan), to close 1,850 route 
miles of line during 1959-63 as against a mere 
300 during 1954-58. In this connection the 
report records that during 1950-58 annual 
savings from the closing of lines and stations 
amounted to roughly £2,586,339, to which 
must be added a figure of £695,458 for last 
year. Small wonder that with the increase 
in the tempo of the modernisation plan and 
the pressing need for railway economies 
the committee should consider that ‘‘the 
machinery of the consultative system may 
have to be substantially strengthened if it 
is to function effectively.’’ The problem is 
under consideration with the area committee 
chairmen, who have already recommended 
to their members a special procedure for 
accelerating the closure of very small stations 
and sidings where revenue is trivial and 
apparent hardship negligible. The area com- 
mittees, of course, have to consider all closure 
proposals and none must be put forward by 
the Commission unless already subjected to 
the most stringent examination and every 
operating alternative has been considered. 
Not surprisingly, therefore, the committees 
confirm most of the proposals, and the report 
refutes ‘rubber 
methods. 


was busiest in 


suggestions of stamp’’ 


Towards Greater Efficiency 
MPHE Central Committee 

more could be done by the area com 

mittees to improve relations between 
users and providers of transport, and it avers 
that many people who could make good use 
of the committees are still completely 
ignorant of their existence. Meanwhile the 
Central Committee is ‘‘exploring various 
lines of approach with the Commission”’ in 
an endeavour to satisfy itself that improve- 
ments are constantly taking place in the 
means employed to provide punctual trains 
and to ensure cleanliness in trains and 
stations, efficient amenities and conveyance 
of proper information to passengers. As to 
train running, the Committee realises that in 
present conditions of transition some un- 
punctuality is unavoidable but it observes a 
tendency sometimes on the part of the Com- 
mission to plead these factors in excuse of 


reiterates that 
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failures not always occasioned by them; as 
unpunctuality causes the greatest number of 
complaints by passengers (nearly 25 per cent 
of the total) it is a subject which should be 
constantly examined. The Committee 
welcomes the fact that the Eastern Region 
has joined the London Midland in increasing 
the margin of allowances for delay and thus 
making timetables more realistic. ‘‘The 
introduction,’ it says, ‘‘of some kind of 
cushion to militate against persistent lateness 
reduces frustration, as passengers more 
easily appreciate that those delays which 
remain are due to difficulties which are for 
the time being insuperable. The problem is 
not only technical but also psychological, and 
this aspect needs stressing to a greater extent 
than hitherto.’ 


Cleanliness 
[* [ ERI R ( le anliness of passe nger coa¢ hes 


not a simple problem and there is 
need 


study towards 


methods 


for considerable 


and used 
direct bearing on 

traffic, and the 
repor ire tl | 


Pp urges Nat an imp! ved tandar¢ 


improving the tools 


Cleanliness indeed has a 
' 

the quantum of passenger 
¢ 


should be part and parcel of the modernisa 


tion campaign, though it 
IS al prese nt impeded by 
certain Exterior 
problem : 


admits that progress 


shortage of staff in 


areas. cleaning 1s another 


xh may 
omoti 


immecdi 


hes immediate 


train has to return again in 


ifter reaching its tination pa 
z it, who know nothing of the 
mcoming journey ire apt to 
rudely than is justifiable Some time ago the 
Committee inspected a very large and 
cleaning establishment at Willesden where London 
Midland main line trains are cleaned and examined 
1 efficient manner, and they are glad to 
hear that the Commission are providing similar 
leaning plants in various parts of the country 
Cleanliness of stations is ‘‘difficult to 
achieve without special effort,’’ and the Com 
mittee is not satisfied that the effort is being 
made as effective as it might be, expressing 
the hope that recent newspaper criticism 
‘“‘will have inspired the Commission to 
investigate the whole field of station cleanli 
ness and maintenance with a view to 
improving the present standard.’ The 
report says that it is easy to blame the public 
and say their habits are responsible for the 
litter, and that that is true to some extent, but 
adds the conviction that most passengers 
prefer cleanliness and that, given a proper 
lead and reasonable facilities, the remainder 
could be induced to respond. The lead, how 
ever, must come from the Commission, which 
should seek to raise its own standards and 
increase the facilities for the prevention of 
litter, both in trains and on stations. 


engers jom 


imstances ol 


comment more 


elaborate 


n a most 


Contacts with the Public 
HE Committee is awaiting information 
from the Commission about what is 
being done to improve the arrange 
ments for telling people about the late 
running of trains. No marked improvement 
has been noticed in the public address services 
at large stations—a difficult and expensive 
problem owing to poor acoustic conditions at 
old stations and the cost of installing modern 
equipment—but arrangements for giving 
passengers emergency information by notices 
and other means are found to be much 
better. It could have added that other 
large buildings and stadiums are similarly 
cursed.| On complaints in general the area 
committees are stated to be anxious to know 
more about the volume of the representations 
which reach the Commission because they 
feel that one of their functions is ‘‘to try to 
interpret the views of the users to the 
Commission.’ It is emphasised that the 
committees do not make a practice of 
investigating grievances unless these have 
previously been presented to the regions 
concerned and have not been satisfied; “‘but 
only if they can be made broadly aware by 
the Commission of the volume and classifica- 
tion of complaints, whether made _ by 
passengers, manufacturers or traders, can 
they properly represent the transport users 
of the country as a whole.’’ The report's 
review of a few of the more interesting 
closure proposals demonstrates the care with 
which they are examined and the sort of 

facts which lead to decisions. 











NEWS SUMMARY 


ONDON TRANSPORT has decided to 
advance to 1962 the completion of its 
trolleybus abandonment programme 

(Page 4) 

Trans World Airlines and Northeast Airlines 
announced proposals for a merger on May 17 
It would be on a basis of three Northeast shares 
for one T.W.A. Any such step would require 
the approval of the Civil Aeronautics Board 


The SRNI Hovercraft was demonstrated on 
the Thames between Battersea and Westminster 
on the afternoon of Mav 17. Plans have been 
announced for the production of larger versions 
(Page 14) 

After a three-day hearing by a _ Lands 
Tribunal, the claim of the Festiniog Railway 
for between £180,000 and £200,000 from the 














Central Electricity Generating Board in respect 
of a section of line flooded by the establishment 
of a reservoir, the decision was reserved. 


[he various regions of British Railways have 
announced that ordinary fares will be increased 
from June 12. As foreshadowed second-class 
fares for distances of 200 miles or less will be 
increased by 4d. a mile, for distances of 201 to 
275 miles the increase will taper downwards, 
and for 276 or more miles the fares will remain 
unchanged. Various holiday fares will also stay 
the same 


rhe Melbourne underground railway scheme 
is now to have a four-track loop (three were 
originally proposed) and the Clifton Hill rail- 
way will now be coupled to it so that all sub- 
urban trains of the Victoria Railways except 
those from Flinders Street to St. Kilda and Port 
Melbourne can use it. 
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FRUITS 


OF MODERNISATION 


Increased Freight and Passenger Traffic 


SOME B.T.C. RESEARCH PROJECTS 


RECENT review by the British Transport 

Commission of the progress of the British 

Railways modernisation programm« vas 
the subject of editorial comment in our last 
issue and it will have been seen therefrom that 
one of the most striking results has been the 
substantial increase in passenger traffic on lines 
electric or multiple-unit diesel traction 
has been adopted There have, of course, been 
earlier examples, particularly in connection 
with electrification schemes, but the 
the substantial 
improvements make it desirable to pla 
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PASSENGER INCREASES SECURED IN SELECTED SCHEMES 





ELECTRIFICATION 


Kent Coast Electrification Scheme 
Introduced June 15, 1959 
Six months ended Passenger Increase 
December 31 journey 
1958 4.889.176 
1959 4,939,899 1,050,722 
7-02 
These figures 
newly electnhec 
London termini or 
Shenfield—C hel 
Extension 


Last year of ste 
Shen field —Chelmsf 

12 month 
Shenfield—Sout} 

12 months ended 


18, 146 


£139,570 


1,894, 46¢ £452,853 


2 612,602 £492,428 


,420, 335 £1, 068,647 
2,807,733 +4575. 624 
107 117 

9,913,369 £1,211,234 
+ 3,300,767 + £718,811 


126%) 146 


months 


DIESEL MULTIPLE-UNIT TRAIN SCHEME 
Period Pa Increase Receipt 


year ended urney 
Crewe—Stoke-on-7 rent— Derby 
Introduced September 16, 1957 
Sept. 30, 1957 


Marcl 


enger 


Yarmouth—I 

Introduced Septem 
Sept 0 1957 
March 31, 1959 


Darlington—Saltburn 
Introduced August 19, 1957 
Sept w) 1957 ? 826,449 
March 31, 1959 4,623,221 


Leed Barnsle 
Introduced March 3, 1958 
31, 1958 
31, 1959 


Hampshire Area—covering the following 


Southampton—Salisbury Southampton —Alton 
Winchester (via Eastleigh); Portsmouth Andov 
Introduced September 16, 1957 
Sept. 30, 1957 2,720,886 190 
Sept. 30, 1958 3,602,624 881,738 260,408 
$2 
,218,744* 286,764 
45 


on last year of steam operation 


Sept. 30, 1959 3,939,630 


*Increase 

Edinburgh Suburban Services 

Corstorphine—North Berwick 

Edinburgh—Galashiels (via Peebles 

a. 31, 1958 646,850 31,540 

March 31, 1959 958,611 $11,761 57,084 25,544 

48 80°.) 

Leith North. Introduced May 5, 1958 
516,433 6,644 

717,021 200,588 9,425 2 

39 42 


Introduced February 3, 1958 
Introduced Feb. 17, 1958 


Edinburgh Princes Street 
Apmnil 30, 1958 
April 30, 1959 
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DIESEL MULTIPLE-UNIT TRAIN SCHEMES— Continued 

Period Passenger Increase Receipt 

ar ended) journeys £ 
orstophine—Edi irgh, Outer rel and Rosewell, 
irgh—Edinburgh and Inner Circle duced 
May 31, 1958 1,124,014 19,852 
May 31, 1959 1,317,209 25,018 


Increase 
£ 


wing lines Sirt 
Wolverhamy 
Rugeley; Birmingham—Wa 
hampton —Burton-on-Trent 
Walsall; Leamington Spa 
Stafford; Birmingham 
recast to hit with other 


tr to 


Birmingham 


scheme in the first 


Vidland Region 
437 27 


4.318.045 207.310 

4.579 234 los 100) 378 33,068 
¢ 

4,035,404 412,312 105,002 
51 

126.629 
61 

a 129,449 
62 


National bus 


$44 4459 


strike July, 1957 
Gla v—Edinburzh 
Introduced Jan. 7, 1957 
434,008 
429,759 95,751 
2g% ) 
1,691 451,469 117,461 
31° 35 ) 
917,437 487,156 153,148 
42 46%.) 


Dec.31, 1956 (steam 
Dex $1, 1957 


2,846,318 67 


4,091,064 





of motor cars. They include new vehicles from the 
factories, and cars accompanied by drivers and 
their passengers who prefer to travel by railway 
car-carrier services and avoid long and tiresome 
journeys over congested roads. In the first 12 
weeks of this year, the number of fully assembled 
cars alone which carried to destinations in 
Britain and to the docks for export, was nearly 
27,000. During 1959, more than 32,500 passengers 
and over 11,300 cars travelled by overnight car 
carrier services. This year, there will be more 
trains of this kind, including two new day services 

Output of long rails will increase as more rail 
welding depots come into full production. Rail 
welding depots have been established at Dinsdale 
(near Darlington), Chesterton Junction (near Cam 
bridge), Motherwell, and Redbridge (near South 
ampton). Two more will come into full operation 
this year, at Castleton (near Manchester), and 
Hookagate (near Shrewsbury) A second welding 
plant is to be installed at the Redbridge depot. At 
the end of 1959 long-welded rails had been laid 
on 200 miles of track. Another 240 track-miles of 
long rails will be laid this year, and by mid-1961 
the output should allow for 320 track-miles a year 

The volume and scope of B.T.C. research, started 
well in advance of the modernisation programme 
and has increased as the programme has developed 
Research work in less well-known fields has included 


was 


responsible for engine maintenance the state of a 
particular engine at any time without dismantling 

Transistor techniques have been applied to the 
control and indicating elements of electric signal 
ling systems, and a number of installations is 
working. Study is now being directed to applying 
these techniques to other aspects such as signal 
interlocking and track circuits which are primarily 
responsible for safety. They must, however, first 
show that they can surpass the record of reliability 
of existing track circuit relays, which can operate 
for five years in a sealed box and have a failure 
rate of only one in thousands of millions of opera 
tions. Resin-covered glass-fibre cables have been 
developed to support the live parts of the overhead 
electric wires used in railway electrifications on the 
25,000-volt a.c. system This may result in very 
substantial savings in the cost of insulation and 
fittings. Some of these cables are already in use 

Among other developments which are under 
examination are the adaptation of electronic com 
puters for the speedier compiling of timetables; and 
the automatic identification and recording of freight 
vagon movements by an electronic apparatus which 
can scan identification plates fixed to wagons as 
they pass by and convey the information electri 
cally to any selected point. Investigation is also 
to be made into the characteristics of a pair of rails 
ised as a wave guide 
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TWO-CYCLE DIESEL ENGINES 


AND 


FOUR-CYCLE SUPERCHARGED DIESEL ENGINES 


FOR 
RAIL TRACTION 
Supplied as straight in-line or ‘V’ type 
units in powers from 250 b.h.p. to 2,000 b.h.p. 
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LORRY—BUS—COACH of the traffic congestion problem simply by the Government and is succeeded by Mr. P. Groenedijk 
strict enforcement of existing regulations but at One of the resolutions adopted by the congress 
the same time the police have always taken called on the national governments to adhere to 
Ti account of the fact that in some cases it is quite the permitted length of 18 metres (59 ft.) for road 
ota ep cement oO O77 Oni impossible for loading or unloading to be com- trains laid down by the Geneva Convention of 
pleted within the period provided, and have 1949, and already in force in the majority of Euro 

T; extended the period accordingly. This must be pean countries. Representing Great Britain at the 
rolleybuses maintained under the ticket system congress were Messrs. J. A. Murly and F. R. Lyon 

(R.H.A.), F. D. Fitz-Gerald (T.R.T.A.), H. W 

Elliott (B.T.C.), and E. Woodbridge (S.M.M.T.) 








LR.U. Congress at Dubrovnik 
| ONDON Transport announced this week that Committee, added: ‘‘I have been assured by Mr. TES sct 6 ert : More London Office Hi + Ch d 
it has decikied to complete the conver- Smith that the extra buses will not bear that I ATE + hedules for national and international More London Office Hours Change 
sion of all London trolleybus services to ridiculous destination ‘Relief.’’’ road transport and greater freedom for inter ‘[‘WO more large London offices employing more 
diesel bus operation by 1962 This will mean gg naar 8 were ppaeee- ogee among the sub than 4.500 staff have gone over to staggered 
eliminating the small group of 110 postwar B.U.T Unloading Ban Deemed Unreasonable _)*<t® “iscussed by ¢ Prnational Road T. ng. hours to help ease rush-hour travel, the London 
8-ft. wide trolleybuses in south-west London which ' a eee oo Nae SON MONS SIEM- Travel Co ee ann 's. The 3,000 
it was previously intended to leave for . further pam SALS by Newcastle upon Tyne City port Union at Dubrovnik on May 11 and 12, under - SEOs BROCE, FRO EPO. SM ol 


riod. Seven routes are affected in Kingston Council to ban the unloading and loading of the chairmanship of the president, Mr. Paul pred a cearngy ; ee ae gg aa Galli os 
olworth, Surbiton, Wimbledon, Hampton Court, ™°*™ vehicles in 13 main streets during peak Schweizer (Switzerland). Mr. L. Raucamp (German 445 oy ag Be , "iio We ee ee ee 
‘Twichesham Founsion Chiswick  paamedane hours were described as unnecessary and un Federal Republic) president of the re p.m » avoid the height of the City peak, 
and Shepherds Bush. These routes will all be con 

verted to operation by Routemaster diesel buses 
following on immediately after the completion of gg aie te lounge tm Gham O00 : : 

the original conversion scheme now in hand which ‘ -.. = pace kage om seg _ tye beypanthekiiews, fang tag a aa Ve mes " 
is planned to be finished in Janua 962 raders submitted a petition against the ban com » the governments for the tore liberal erant of oved On ifter 50 Years 
The 110 B.U.T. trolleybuses referred cerate Plaining that it would se inconvenie! ind Mgpaare ? * ' ; , 

from Fulwell and Isleworth depots (the noanciat loss Mr. J : rose 

be closed). They date from 1948 and 

part of two batches of 77 and 501 

balance operates from Har 

be offered for sale 


which is being scrapp: 


‘ 
‘ Ani 7 

| aq Daulage Oar 1B 1 + “T +] 
workable at a Ministry of Transport inquiry section, said that although the economic policy) hey = A gency lis Fecal agente 
. gh th POMCY oft es alae 3 5 et - » worl 

last week. Mr. J. P. Thompson, deputy Town Clerk of most European countries was in favour of bre ffices in Holborn over 1.500 iff now finish work 


0 minutes earl 5 p.m 
of Newcastle said they were the result of dis ing down the artificial barriers little rogress h nw arlier at 5.15 p.m 


‘ 
cussions last 


¢ 
7 


abandonment plar 
supply re-equipment 


necessary 


London Bus Excursion Programme 
Y 


THs summer London Transport is intro 

aS an experiment a feeder bus service 
New Cross—Abbey Wood—Bexleyheath are 
connection with its Sunday excursions. Buses will tin “ : . 
pick up people in this area and take passengers : : ‘i = jee we rr ce oe 9 oly - . - ae 
to New Cross Garage where they will transfer t ~y a , h w gro ee 1. 1 ir ps omen ee 
the excursion bus of their choice. By this means . 3 a= “i 3 rie, Se ee ee ee coe eee 
passengers will have a wider selection of trips BREE” . : ae. eo “4 ' 
andon Airport, Kew Gardens, Windsor, Chessing : —e — , . ° * SMe 
ton Zoo and Hampton Court—alternating weekly 
throughout the season. Last year 35,000 people 
travelled on all these summer Sunday bus 
excursions 


1ding 


t driver of electric vehicles and 
recommending that full support be given to the 
once-for-all’’ driver's log book certificate for 
Seen at the Rugby League final at Wembley: left, Ford Thames of New Viscount Coaches, vehicles operating retail delivery rounds on a 
London, W.1, with Burlingham body, and an Albion Victor with Yeates body, from Nuneaton; limited mileage. The Association represents nearly 
right, a 14-seat Karrier with Plaxton body operated by T. H. Parkinson, Heckmondwike 7,000 dairymen in England and Wales 


Transport Commission, said the ban would merely ensure the free passage of goods by road. He called . ees . , 
pene, another peak period in what was now an fora adectaa in taxation on road transport, m Bus and Coach Developments 
ASTINGS Town Council was told by its off-peak period. In most cases, traders would some countries prohibitive. National rates schedules . © : Baxter Moggerhanger, <s the excursions and tours 
Transport Committee on May 11 that the have to use extra vehicles to cope with delivery were urgently needed, he said, and it was regretted “Sinden Ree oe See . Fine M ili ae 
traffic manager of Maidstone and District Motor problems which would be created. that so little had been achieved except in Western poses a daily service between Banbury and Stratford-on Avon 
Services, Limited, Mr. Stanley Smith, had dis Germany and the Netherlands via Brailes and Shipston-on-Stour 
cussed the summer bus services with them, and B.R.S. Moves from Goswell Road Mr. Paul le Vert, director of the transport divi- ,, Am pk dey Se ee ay is applying to revise a number 
had told them that there was no justification for TEXT week BRS sion of the’ Economic Commission for Europe, Southdown Motor Services, Limited, proposes to extend its 
increasing frequencies generally, except possibly 1 : pte pointed out that even the members of I.R.U. were hog pr aa service (638) via Bury to Arundel to replace 
in the very height of the season. Even then, Mr not unanimous on the question of publishing “WosUn’ Worth Omnibus Co.. Limited ntaas ts eds 
Smith had said, he could not agree to showing national rates schedules. He gave a warning against journeys on its Cadoxton—Cardiff with the Cardiff—Blackwood 
increased frequencies throughout the day in the any rates system for road transport based on the ; 
timetable; but he was prepared to allocate extra building at 238 City Road, E.C.1, under the same value of the goods. s| his would inevitably lead Ci taniee cents Guvtiee. ak a. Wibeaee ead’ Mami 
vehicles to certain routes so that they could be ; . ‘ ; to an uneconomic increase in the use of traders Hobson and B. Douch, Morecambe, seek the excursions 
: : roof as the South Eastern Division of B.R.S. : 
run as and when needed. Certain proposals vehicles. In his presidential address Mr. Schweizer — i os I +e Yates pak .— go ee 
regarding frequencies were to have come before ’ rope Ye ee said that, co-ordination of transport must not in- , "eS ane a ; oR ag ern nigh orders M5 tae 
the Traffic Ps a this month, but the Goods Vehicles and Ticket Offences volve measures likely to handi “a road transport oe fi = jx _ ; oe ee eee 
committee has now withdrawn them in view of PYLEXIBILI TY must be applied to commercial Too often the interests of the railways were identi mn Transport started - customary summer weekend 
this undertaking. There was too much vagueness vehicles in relation to ticket fines, says Mr. fied with those of the public, merely because many scien te coamaa Eameien Town—touth partes hg ante 
about the proposal, argued Councillor Mrs, V. M. H. R. Featherstone, national secretary of the of the railways were nationalised and, therefore, and 83 is extended from Ealing Broadway to London Airport 
Jones, who asked how the peak period rush was Traders’ Road Transport Association The given a privileged position. He paid a tribute to (¢ conten!) sneer 3 nomve $58. Route 12 is extended to Shep 
to be dealt with. Councillor L. S. Boutwood, T.R.T.A., he explains, has long maintained that the retiring general secretary of the I.R.U., Mr — ye bre sig — wt pa > 7 pore on: 
chairman of the Publicity and Public Relations a major contribution could be made to the solution P. Droin, who has taken a post with the French Saturday p.m. at Aldwyct 


Meeting Seaside Peak Demands 


(Parcels), Limited, prepares 
to vacate the London parcels area head 
quarters and depot at 128 Goswell Road, E.C.1, 
for so long the head office of Carter Paterson 


The area offices will in future be in the new Motorwavs ited, Ixworth, applies for the 


f 





tr MORRIS ANGLE-PLANNING gives you 
KERB-VIEW 
FLOOR WINDOWS 











One of the great safety features on Morris 
angle-planned vehicles... floor windows. Gives the 
driver a closer view of the kerb, lets him park and 
manoeuvre more easily, more precisely. Lets him 
see whether children are playing near the wheels. 
Maintaining this extra-range vision the angle- 
planned cabs have swept windscreen, generous 
quarter lights, wide door-windows, broad rear 
windows. All contributing to safer driving, quicker 
turn-round. The doors, too, establish a new concept 
in cab access. Rear hinged and angled, they project 
only an inch or two beyond the vehicle width when 


stills ee! fully open. They save effort getting in and out, 
, cannot interfere with passing traffic. Adding to 
angle-planned efficiency in driving are features such 
as: four-way seat adjustment, twin link driven 
wipers, practical lighting control, servo braking. 
You get choice of diesel or petrol power too. Plus 
the knowledge that-bumper to tailboard-the 
angle-planned vehicles are built Morris tough for 
long, profitable service. So much - with the saving 
advantage of new low prices, too. Your Morris 
safety door dealer will tell you more. 


open All this— and lower prices too! 





safety door 
closed 


12 MONTHS’ WARRANTY 
bac B.M.C. 
sore. + you're loads better off with 


Service in Europe. 





Extends Morris 

Catalogue on request. angle-planned 
Please mention. capacity saving and safety 
that interests you. to local, light 
: delivery work 


angle-planned vehicles 


MORRIS COMMERCIAL CARS LTD., ADDERLEY PARK, BIRMINGHAM 8. Overseas Business : Nuffield Exports Ltd., Oxford and 41-46 Piccadilly, W.1 @ M.C.50 
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THE MINISTRY AND THE PUBLIC 


SERVICE 


VEHICLE 


By R. A. LOVELL, C.B.E., A.M.A.Mech.E., M.I.B.C.M., Chief 


Mechanical Engineer, 


LS gaa would deny that a code of constructional 
requirements is necessary, not only to ensureé 
comfort and safety, but also so that mar 


10w what is ex 





facturers and operators may kno 
pected and be able to design and build ace lingly 
It is sometimes said that statutory control of 
design and <¢ struction is restrictive a a brake 
on progress because regulations cannot « 4 t 
iit at ermit t! t r f id 
fj , , ib but British ‘ 
1 of operations and maintet f Brit 
ndertakings being tl ‘ { f f 
2 ind as &£ 1 I I t t 
S¢ nt tte \ ( 
' 1 5 { 
+} e try } cl 1 iting 
sg} ed t iving t manuta S 
It is sometimes possible t lea ith matt 
concerning vehicle construction without the n 
sity of making 1 Statutory Regulation. From t 
to time the Ministry of Transport draws the atte 
tion of manufacturers to some feature of design or 
juipment thought to be capable of improvement 
from the angles of safety or passenger comfort by 
liscussions with the Society of Motor Manufac 
turers and Traders and with the associations 
representing operators. Contact of this sort prove 
fruitful and when followed by the issue of a 


recommended standard or code of practice by the 


Society has avoided the introduction of further 


regulations 


Vehicle Dimensions 
Without expressing any opinion on whether pre 
sent dimensions are unalterable, it is worth remem 
bering why any limitation is at all. It 
is simply, of course, the optimum size of vehicle 
that will take its place in the traffic without 
interfering more than is unavoidable with its own 
free movement and the movement of others It 
is often pointed out that other countries allow 
longer and wider vehicles and that, therefore, the 
same should be permitted in the United Kingdom 
The following table of motor vehicles per mile of 
road, which is taken from the Statistical Year 
Book, 1958 by the United Nations, 
regards vehicles, and from information provided 


necessary 


issued as 


by the International Road Federation as regards 
roads, does show at least one difference between 


the traffic conditions prevailing here and abroad 


Motor Vehicle 
Countr per Mile of Road 
Great Britain 30 
Federal Republic of Germany 22 
The Netherlands 29 
US.A 0 
Belgium 18 
Sweden 16 
Switzerland 14 
France 12 


These figures are only approximate, because the 
exact definition of what constitutes a road is not 
the same in all countries, but they are near 
enough to show how much more crowded are the 
roads in Great Britain than elsewhere. Account 
must be taken of conditions they exist and 
there are still some main roads in this country no 
wider than 18 ft., and a few as narrow 16 ft 
Of course, not all roads are congested to the same 
extent In fact it reported by the Road 
Research Laboratory to the Highway Needs Con 
ference in 1957 that per cent of the traffic of 
the country is carried by 1 cent of the roads 
Unfortunately it is on this 1 per cent 
Another inte 


as 
as 
was 


25 
per 


that 


mos 


public ser operate 
ing and possibly alarming fact is that whereas the 
annual increase in the flow of vehicles averaged 


7 per cent between 1951 and 1955 and 8 per cent 


vice vehicles rest 


from 1955 to 1959, the year 1958-59 shows an 
increase of 12 per cent 
Share of Road Space 
If this process continues, it is pertinent to ask 
how larger vehicles can be accommodated and 


whether if longer vehicles were permitted would 
the extra seats be occupied for the greater part 
of the time, or would the vehicles be running with 
many of them empty. There are only some 75,000 
public vehicles out of a total of about 
eight million motor vehicles it is true, but by the 
very nature of their operation they must frequent 
the more popular routes. These considerations do 
not have equal force in respect of both express 
services and stage services, and a good case can 
be argued for differential treatment. This could 
bring difficulties to both operators and manufac- 
turers, however: to the former in loss of flexibility 
in the interchange of vehicles between services and 
to the latter in the of standardisation and 
resulting increased production costs. 

Sometimes changes in regulations made in res 
ponse to a particular claim for a specified purpose 
have unexpected results. Such a case occurred 
soon after 8-ft. overall width was made possible 
for all vehicles irrespective of routes. A few 
vehicles were actually produced with five seats 
abreast, each having the minimum of 16-in. seat 
width for each passenger, and the central gang- 
way was 12-in. dimensions which the claimants 
for an increase in width said they desired to exceed 
but were prevented from doing so by the restric- 
tion to 7 ft. 6 in. This arrangement has not been 
followed to any extent but there have recently 
been signs that such a way of making use of the 
additional 6 in. is still tempting to some operators. 

Where changes in regulations are sought, some 
time is bound to elapse before a decision can be 
reached because of the necessary consultation with 
all interested organisations and the legal processes 
that are involved. Amendments must be considered 
in their general application and not merely to 
meet the needs of particular cases. Changes 
claimed to be in the interests of progress and 
development are not always as necessary or urgent 
as the persuasive arguments put forward endeavour 
to prove. Such was the case a few years ago when 
what was termed the ‘‘half-decked’’ vehicle ap- 
peared, and disappeared almost as quickly as soon 
as the law was changed to suit this design. 


service 


loss 





* Abstract of a paper presented to the Scarborough conference 
of the Public Transport Association on May 18. 


Ministry of Transport* 








There is an impression in some quarters that 
because the law permits a Certificate of Fitness tc 
ha 4 Maximum period of seven years, this period 
should in all cases be gr ted. It should be remem 
b 1, he ve that a certifying officer must have 

ga t it numb of factors, which include the 

mdition of the vehicle at the time he examines it 
I bas xperien f the type of 
rd é “ I ul 
I tal II i [ Col 
itl nae i} hic 
Se } ait m + na s\ + 
i i in mil the oOssiDili 
f <4 ‘ } 
] + aT + 
I i > 
} 1¢ ing f lershniy 
Type Approval Little Used 

There is in the 1930 Road Traffic Act provision 
for the type approval of a vehicle hereby ot 
payment of a fee on may be examined and 

| 1 and other vehicles may be granted a 
Certificate of Conformity to Type on the produc 
tion of a declaration that they are the same in 
design, construction and equipment as the vehicle 


examined and approved [he main reason for 
type approval falling into disuse since the early 
days of certification in 1931 doubtless lies in the 
requirement in the 1930 Act that each and every 


bv 
fact 
necessity to 


a certifying officer 
conform to the 


examined 
check that it does in 
type, and in the notify the 
Minister of changes from the original and to have 
these changes approved The procedure of sub 
mitting fresh specifications and drawings destroys 
much of the attraction a type approval system 
could otherwise have. If modifications not affect 
ing strength or the explicit provisions of the Con 
ditions of Fitness Regulations were made permis 
sible without need for further Ministerial approval, 
operators and manufacturers might well find some 
advantage when for a number of similar 
type are on hand. 

A large number of the accidents in which buses 


vehicle must be 


to 


riginal 


orders 


and coaches are involved occurs to passengers 
when boarding or alighting. Thus in 1958 of 
13,286 passengers injured, 5,480 or 41 per cent 


were due to boarding or alighting without due care 
When allowance is made for the numbers of this 
type of accident where no other vehicle is involved, 
the accident rate for public service vehicles is 
nearly the same as that for cars and goods vehicles 
No conclusions are drawn from these comparisons 
but they are worth noting as a reminder of the 
responsibility resting upon everyone to leave 
nothing undone that can reduce the number of 
accidents. This question of boarding and alighting 
accidents is a difficult one to solve. A great deal 
has been done by the industry itself in the provi 
sion of doors where appropriate and shallower 
entrance but accidents still occur too 
frequently. One reason perhaps is the increasing 
proportion of aged people in the population, and 
special vigilance by platform staffs is always neces 
sary. 


steps, 


Public Opinion 


Criticisms and complaints by the public are 
not unknown, and these are not always confined 
to late running or jncreases in fares. The vehick 
itself is sometimes the object of attention. Two 
matters of topical interest are exhaust smoke and 
noise and there is a demand that ‘‘something 
should be done.’’ Strong views are often heard 


about the effects of exhaust smoke in particular 
and it is difficult to convince critics that the diesel 
engine is the wrong animal to chase when hunting 
for a scapegoat on which to pin responsibility for 


atmospheric pollution. So far no promising line 
of investigation for diesel exhaust gases has 
emerged, but work is continuing Attention is 


reliable 
r rated at a distance 
from the vehicle, but there are many difficulties to 
overcom« If one is developed it will provide a 
means of enforcement of the law 
of extra fuel devices for accelerating, or neglect 
or proper maintenance 
There is also the question of noise. Vehicle noise 
is only one element in the cacophony of sound 
from which the modern generation suffers and 
public service vehicles are probably among the 
least offensive. In the past few months a compre 
hensive series of tests has been carried out, in 
which the level of noise emitted by a complete 
range of vehicles, from the smallest mopeds to the 
largest goods vehicles, has been measured, with 
particular attention to exhausts; the noise differ 
ence between comparable vehicles of different 
makes is remarkable. The problem is firstly one 
for manufacturers and secondly users, and it is 
certain that more attention will have to be paid 
to it in the near future. 


now being given to the development of a 


smoke meter which can be ope 


in cases of misuse 


International Operations 


There was a time not so long ago when Great 
Britain framed its laws and developed its customs 
irrespective of any effects these might have abroad. 
Likewise, we in this country took little heed of 
what others were doing. The situation is very 
different today. The vehicles registered in one 
country and built in accordance with the legal 
requirements as to construction and operation in 
force in that country, are travelling in increasing 
numbers through territories where different laws 
prevail. The necessity for British manufacturers 
to seek ever wider opportunities in foreign markets 
means that they must know what regulations exist 
so that they may produce and offer for sale vehicles 
which conform to those regulations. The future 
pattern of regulations governing construction and 
use must, therefore, take account of international 
well as domestic considerations. Whether we 
like it or not, we must come to terms with decisions 
taken by other countries, and it is very much in 
the interests of manufacturers and operators that 
this country should take its part in discussions and 
use its influence towards practical, realistic and 
uniform results. 


as 











This rigid siz wheeler was produced in 1931, 
It wae one of the earliest Scammella to be 
fitted uith a Hardy Spicer propeller shaft, 
which was used to tranamit the power from 
yrarbor to jackahaft, the final drive to the 
wheels being by chains 















Serving Scammell 


THROUGH THE YEARS 






This Scammell ‘‘Highwayman”’ 24-ton G.V.W. 
articulated eight wheeled frameless fuel oil 
tanker, is capable of carrying 3,500 gallons. It is 

fitted with Hardy Spicer propeller shafts and 
universal joints, on which Scammell models have 
relied throughout their changing methods of 
production. Hardy Spicer have consistently 
advanced their research and development to 
meet the challenge of increasing strain on 
transmission equipment. 


HARDY SPICER oo oinicarcu 


PROPELLER SHAFTS 
HARDY SPICER LIMITED 


Product of the 


CHESTER ROAD «+ ERDINGTON * BIRMINGHAM 24: Telephone: 
Automotive Division of Birfield industries Limited 


2191 (18 lines) 
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Motoring-is-such-a-very-frightening-business 


There are lots of different kinds of driver on 
the road. A good many different kinds 
of fuel too. The safest thing to do is to 
stick to BP Diesel—available at Agency 
sites throughout Britain. With a Diesel 
Agency card issued by Shell-Mex and 
B.P. Ltd your drivers can fill up with BP 
Diesel on credit, or cash at agency rates. 


DIESEL 





THIS IS THE SIGN THEY SHOULD LOOK FOR 
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B.U.T.in South America 


Now in service on the Colombo-Santa Cruz section of the metre gauge 
C.M.F. Brazileiro-Boliviana railway, this articulated diesel railcar was 
built by D. Wickham & Co. Ltd., and is powered by two 150b.h.p. 
B.U.T. units. 


Over 4,000 B.U.T. rail traction diesels now operating 
throughout the world 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST SUPPLIERS OF DIESEL TRAIN UNITS 


BRITISH UNITED TRACTION LIMITED 
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ROAD VEHICLE INDUSTRY 
A.E.C. in the Netherlands 


[* INCLUSION of arrangements with N.V. Auto 
Industrie Verheul, Waddinxveen, which new 
company is to undertake the sales and service 
of A.E.C. vehicles in the Netherlands from October 
1 next, was the purpose of a recent visit to that 
country by Sir William Black and Mr. J. D. Slater 
respectively chairman and commercial director 
A.E.¢ Limited Already a noted 
] 


and producer of integral passer 


tion, a cocktail party to mark the opening of the 
showrooms and a lorry driving competition 
The company now has extensive premises in Com 
mercial Koad and Batty Street to cope with sales, 
and repair of Ford cars and commercial 

Zenith Coach Builders, Limited 
specialises in the production of custom-built bodies 
coachbuilder which are notable for « xceptionally high standards 
Verheul of finish, for a variety Of purposes. Construction is 
and premises gener ally of hardwood framing and faced plywood 
and A.E.« Dutch com panelling 
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running Lomount Vehicles and Engineering 

| ENAMED Lomount, the companies previously 
known as the Rotinoff Group, having under 

death 


have now 


gone complete reconstruction since the 
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Decorative Plastics Sheet 


Pron PION 
iminates ava 
lorm 1s anne 


L ¢ mprises prir 


oths backed ind impre 
i B.R.P ellobond polyester resin 


i tilable in 


gnated itl 

They are 
mbine 
ability 


designs and c¢ 
inherent dur 


suitable for the 


4 lecorative 
of plastics sheet, ver interior 
panelling of transport vehicles as well as buildings 


Formi-Stika is now being supplied in sheets 6 ft 
by 3 ft. but will shortly be available 
sheet while shapes can be 


Ford Service at Ashton 
{OMPLETION ind service 
ait Manchest#r Road, Ashton 
appointment of this 

is a Ford main dealer is 
Quick, Limited 
incorporates 


in continuous 


BACHICIES moulded to 


Lyne, and 
branch of its business 
announced by H. and | 
Manchester The new remises 
ind 


le 
of its sales unusual 
nder 
Inde! meet special needs 


Verryweather Radio-Salvage Tender 
N interesting ind salvage 
recently delivered to the Kingston upon 
Hull fire brigade by Merryweather and Sons, 
Limited, embodies a number of interesting features 
It is a Marquis appliance based on the now familiar 
Merryweather-A.E.C 120-b.h.p. diesel-engined 
chassis [he front compartment provides accom 
modation and a wireless table for the driver and 
officer, while the rear compartment carries a 
comprehensive range of salvage equipment; there 
is access from inside to lockers holding salvage 
sheets, ropes, sawdust, loud hailers, brushes, com 
air cylinders and so on and from outside 
the machine, access can be gained to the equipment 
lockers carrying tins of foam compound, knapsack 
tanks and foam branch pipes. Other outside Jockers 
ixes and other tools The 
control-unit section carries radio and two field tele 
vith the cable Pwo 
1 siren are provided and provision is 
35-ft. extension ladder 


car commercial veleiel: show vireless tender 
filling station, service 
commercial vehicles, extensive stores and 
workshops with accommodation for 40 vehicles 
rhe which have £100,000, have 
been equipped with every type of modern time 


and labour-saving service aid 


rooms, a bays big enough 


to take 


premises, cost 


ind in the City and East London 


MELEBRATION of the first anniversary of its 
/ appointment as Ford main dealer for the City 
Fast London, which coincided 
of new showrooms after extensive re 
Road, London, E.1 
Limited, with a number 
activities last week These included a 
Ford commercial vehicles, when special 
some produced by the coachbuilding sub 
of Zenith Motors—-were displayed and the 


company s wor re open to public inspec 


ind 

opening 
building in Commercial 

marked by Zenith Motors 
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hold shovels, handsaws 
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Greater efficiency 
at lower cost 


Firestone 
All-lraction 


FOR ON-AND-OFF THE ROAD 


Deeper tread 


built of 
cut-resisting 
rubber 


Massive 
traction bars 


pull harder in 
rough going 


Continuous 
centre ribs 
give even road wear, | 


best brake 
performance 


Tension-dried 
gum-dipped cord 


for maximum body 
strength 


The Firestone dual-purpose All-Traction Heavy Duty 
Truck tyre gives longer mileage on the road and better 
performance with greater efficiency off the road. 


Firestone TYRES 
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INDIA REVISITED 


2—Marshalling Yards and Locomotive Works* 


By Brigadier C. A. LANGLEY, Chief Inspecting Officer of Railways, 


Ministry of Transport 


FTER attending a conference on Indian railway 
signalling developments, I present at 
the opening ceremony of the enlarged meet 

ing of the Permanent Commission of the Inter 
national Railway (¢ Association, held in 
the Vigyan Bhavan, a very fine modern building 
especially designed and equipped for the holding 


ot international conferences The meeting was 


was 


mygress 





opened by Mr. Jagjivan Ram, Minister of Railways 
in the presence of M. de Vos, president of the 
IL.R.C.A the delegates and a large number of 
Indian r l Ly thie ~ Aft ard t delegates 
f nted to the Minister and met Mr. Matt 
I nan and m bers tl in Ra 
Board, son f tl general managers, and n 
tl iil i\ th Tt British d ites 
Ml K. W. C. Gra member, Brit lransport 
Cor : Mi B. OW t hi i 
re B.R. ¢ tra I 
; ; Vi \ B 1 ‘ 
SN.C.B liscussed ] ti I 
i in the design of multi-current rolling stock 
Existing types; experimental results; future develop 
ments Mr. j. J Jonker, of the Netherlands 
Railways, was the reporter for the English-speaking 
countries and also the special reporter, and Mr 
M. K. Von Meyenburg, of the Swiss Federal Rail 
vays, was the reporter for the French-speaking 
countries The discussions were continued on 
Tuesday, when the examination of the summary 


yncluded 
a lecture on the 
electrified system 


Later that day, Mr 
British Railways 


Warder gave 
high-voltage 


Was ¢ 


Mughalsarai Marshalling Yard 

In the course of a post-meeting tour the delegates 
spent a morning inspecting Mughalsarai Yard, the 
largest in India. It is at the focal point for the 
broad-gauge railways of the Gangetic plain, where 
the Main and Grand Cord lines of the Eastern 
Railway from Calcutta join the Northern Railway 
lines to Allahabad and Lucknow. The up traffic 
from the east is main coal for distribution to 
districts on the Allahabad and Lucknow lines. 
Down traffic is largely made up of rakes of empties 
returning to the coalfields and exports for the port 
of Calcutta. Originally designed for a capacity of 
only 1,400 wagons per day each way, the yard is 
now handling nearly double this trafic with hardly 
any additional facilities. The efficient operation of 
the up yard is the key to the work. It comprises 14 


reception, 35 sorting and 12 departure lines. Trains 
of 70 loaded wagons are handled over the 9-ft 


hump and dispatched to the sorting sidings through 
points mechanically operated from a 40 lever frame, 
the lever man receiving advice by code from the 
controller alongside the hump. The present average 
throughput is 2,500 wagons per day, but as many 
as 3,200 wagons have been handled in 24 hours 
On the down conditions are easier and an 
average of only 1,400 of the 2,500 wagons need 
be put through the sorting sidings each day. 

A major modernisation scheme is now in progress 
and the up yard is being remodelled with a new 
hump and electro-pneumatic retarders. The even 
tual average daily capacity will be 4,000 wagons 
each way. The down yard, however, is not being 
altered to any appreciable extent, because most 
of the anticipated increase in traffic will be from 
coal and thus most of the down trains will be 
empties which can go direct to the collieries. Fly- 
overs are being built at each end of the yard to 
increase the overall throughput of trains, and the 
whole area, extending for over four miles between 
the outer home signals, will be equipped with 
colour light signals. The delegates watched a train 
being put over the up hump; chief point of interest 
was the speed with which so many wagons were 
handled in a simple mechanically worked yard. 


side 


Chittaranjan Locomotive Works 

The highlight of the tour was the visit to the 
Chittaranjan Locomotive Works. The construction 
of this modern factory with British technical aid 
and its ancillary township began in March, 1948, 
and in less than two years production started 
Output was naturally slow at first, but it has risen 
steadily from seven locomotives in the year 1950-51 
to 165 in the year 1958-59, and is was anticipated 
that during the year ended March, 1960, 175 loco 
motives would have been built. Production has been 
concentrated primarily on the standard WG class 
broad-gauge heavy goods engine with 2-8-2 wheel 
arrangement. This powerful engine has a nominal 
tractive effort of 39,000 Ib. at 85 per cent of the 
designed boiler pressure of 210 lb. per sq. in. Its 
total weight with 18 tons of coal and 5,000 gal. of 
water in the eight-wheeled tender is 177 tons. A 
few WT 2-8-4 tank engines are also under con 
struction and orders have been received for the 
manufacture of 36 WP Pacific type passenger en- 
gines and a number of spare boilers 

We were very much impressed by the excellent 
layout, the modern machine tools and other equip 
ment and the high inspection standards which are 
maintained, and not least by the enthusiasm and 
esprit de corps of the many officers with whom we 
came in contact. I was particularly interested in 
the welding of a locomotive steel bar frame and of 
a steel boiler which were in progress. Having seen 
the welders at work we visited the X-ray room 
where modern equipment is used to test the welds. 
The photographs demonstrated the remarkably 
fine results which are now being achieved. Special 
attention is paid to the training of welders, who 
undergo a two-year course before they are allowed 
to handle this high-class work; thereafter they 
receive refresher courses and tests every six months 
We watched a WG locomotive being wheeled and 
then drove to the technical school where 120 
apprentices and 20 embryo supervisors are trained. 
The apprentices’ course lasts for four years and the 
supervisors’ for five, half of which is spent in the 
workshops. The apprentices live in hostels and 
work in their well-equipped shops. 


Township 

The name Chittaranjan stands for much more 
than a railway workshop. It includes the modern, 
well-planned township of more than 5,000 quarters 
housing a population of 40,000 with all the neces- 
sary amenities for a comfortable civic life. The 
town has been laid out in separate colonies of self- 
contained units, each with shopping centre, 





* No. 1 appeared March 19 


maternity clinic, schools, playground dispensary 
park, social amenity centre, and recreation insti 
tute These amenities are comparable with the 


best European standards and each quarter is pro 
vided with electricity, filtered water supply and 
vater-borne sanitation In addition there ure 


central institutes and a fine club, a well equipped 
hospital with 70 beds and an excellent sports 
ground The township has cost almost as much te 
nstruct as the workshop namely £5 million 
igainst £6 million for the latter 

The ob tiv f th rganisation 1s t Dtain 
i IMciency n the pply i locomotives, and 
is no doubt that t rk turned it in the 

si s bea col MATISOI I i best in the world 
I coy du is being turther expanded 

ea f ihcwency W rk n 

’ ucitv of 7.000 
. 
galvanis 

sts eded for t n uulway electrif 

ition projects, tl iserving foreign exchange 
Alt p is been concentrated 
n the construction f steam locomotives, the 
manutacture of electric locomotives will shortly bs 
undertaken An rder has been placed for 10 
$,000-volt d.c. locomotives and negotiations are 
under way f obtaining technical collaboration in 


the manufacture of 42 
tives. The to 
ire in hand to 


high-voltage a.c. locomo 
vn is also to be extended and plans 
build another 1,000 quarters. 


Railway Electrification 

Some of the delegates, including Mr. Grand and 
myself, went by special train from Calcutta to 
Dangoaposi on the southern fringe of Bihar to wit 
ness a trial run of the first high-voltage a.c. loco 
motive in India. In order to cope with the heavy 
increase in traffic resulting from the construction 
of new steel works and the development of industry 
in Bihar and West Bengal, the Railway Board 
decided to electrify some of its main trunk routes 
and heavily worked branch lines in that area. The 
25-kV a.c. single-phase 50-cycle system, as devel 
oped by the S.N.C.F. in France, was considered the 
best and the electrification of over 800 miles has 
been planned for completion during the second 
five-year plan. This is a departure from the original 
electrification policy, for the first phase of the 
Calcutta electrification project was the installation 


of the 3,000-volt d.c. system which is now in 
operation on 67 route miles from Howrah to 
Burdwan on the Eastern Railway main line and 


on the 22-mile branch from Sheoraphuli to Tara 
keswar. The clearances provided on this system 
however, 
25-kV a.c. in 


are, 
due and on the Bandel 
Burdwan section the insulators carrying the over 
head equipment are in fact designed for use with 
the high-voltage system. 

In view of the magnitude of the new electrifica- 


course, 


tion project an independent organisation under a | 


general manager and directly responsible to the 
Railway Board was set up to take charge of this 
work. Having selected the comparatively novel 
a.c. system the Railway Board considered it desir 
able to get help from an outside organisation with 
sound experience of this method of electric traction. 
Accordingly the S.N.C.F. of France were asked to 
co-operate and they have been taken on as tech- 
nical associates to give the Indian railwaymen the 
technical “‘know-how’’ and to supervise the initial 
installations. A number of French engineers and 
other staff is at present seconded to the Indian 
Railways while some of the Indian railway officers 
and staff have been to France to study the French 
system 


New A.C. 

The new 2,800-h p Bo-Bo locomotive weighs 75 
tons with an 184-ton axle load and it produces a 
tractive effort of 32,480 Ib. It is designed to handle 
passenger trains of 680 tons at 70 m.p.h. on the 
level and at 45 m.p.h. up a 1 in 100 gradient. It 
can haula freight train of 3,600 tons on the level at 
40 m.p.h., or one of 2,300 tons at 30 m.p.h. up a 
1 in 200 gradient. It has been built by a con- 
sortium of European firms, including French, Bel 
gium, Swiss and German, but no British. Altogether 
100 locomotives have been ordered from the con 
sortium and for a further 10 have been 
given to Japan. As mentioned earlier, negotiations 
are in hand for building other a.c. locomotives at 
Chittaranjan. 

The 46-mile Raj-Kharsawan to Dangoaposi 
branch, on which the locomotive was operated for 
the first time by Mr. P. N. Murti, engineer in chief 
of the electrification project, falls almost con- 
tinuously from Dangoaposi, 1,531 ft. above sea 
level, to the main line; consequently mineral trains 
of 3,400 tons can be handled down it. The iron 
ore is carried in large side discharge hopper bogie 
wagons of 60 tons capacity and 30 tons tare weight 
giving axle loads of 22} tons. At the present time 
one passenger and 12 freight trains run daily in 
each direction, but this traffic is expected to be 
doubled when the steel works are developed to full 
capacity. Two 1,800-h.p. diesel locomotives haul 
the freight trains at present, but they will be 
replaced by single electric locomotives as soon as 
work on the line is completed. 

The overhead equipment for this branch line and 
for another section of the electrified system is being 
provided and erected by British Insulated Callen- 
ders Cables, Limited. 


Multiple-Unit Stock 

I spent an afternoon with Mr. S. K. Gopinath, 
the Chief Electrical Engineer, Eastern Railway, in- 
specting the Howrah car shed and examining some 
of the new 3,000-volt d.c. electric stock. The car 
shed is very similar in layout to the Kurla car shed 
in the Bombay area which I saw brought into use 
30 years ago. It was already well filled with the 
multiple-unit stock and I had a quick look at the 
units supplied by the three manufacturers, British, 
Swiss and Japanese, but to the same general design 
and specification. Each three-coach set comprises 
a motor coach in the centre with a driving trailer 
at each end. It provides accommodation for 290 
seated and 290 standing passengers, but on ex- 
ceptional occasions it can carry an additional load 
of 290 standing passengers, giving a ‘‘dense crush’’ 
load of 870 passengers; well up to London tube 
standards! 


Electric Locomotive 
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(To be continued) 
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A total of 35 — 3300 h.p. 25 kV A.C. locomotives, 


together with 40 sets of locomotive electrical equipment 


have been ordered from AEI by British Railways. 


{// enquiries should he addressed to the local AE! office or direct to 
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Traction Division Tratitord Park Manchester 17 


Manchester Rugby and London 
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are used in the 

new 6; litre V.8. 

engine in the 
Rolls-Royce 

Silver Cloud II 

and 

Bentley S 2 Continental 


A wholly owned 
subsidiary of 
Engtish Steel 
Corporation Lid 


ENGLISH STEEL 


FORGE AND ENGINEERING CORPORATION LTO 
River Don Works. Shefticid 





Theres nothing like National Derv 


FOR GETTING THE BOTTLENECKS OUT OF YOUR SYSTEM 


Why not let us send you a copy 
of this book and arrange these 
agency facilities for you? We 
will also be giad to give you de- 
tails of our butk delivery service. 


NATIONAL BENZOLE COMPANY LIMITED MERCURY HOUSE: 195 KNIGHTSBRIDGE 


Under the National Derv Agency System, your drivers can refuel at any Nation- 
al agency station. All they need is a National Derv Agency card. No money 
need change hands. A detailed account is 
sent to your office. And of course Nat- 
ional Derv can be delivered direct to bulk 
storage tanks, anywhere in Britain. 

More and more fleet-owners are changing 
to National Derv. It's a fine fuel, and the 
National Derv Agency System is a fine 





way of getting it. 








NATIONAL DERV 





Billa 


LONDON 5S.W.7 
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NEWS FROM ALL QUARTERS 


Uganda Rail Link 
A sum of £550,000 has been approved by the 
Uganda Central Legislative Assembly for a new 
rail link between Soroti and Lira. The Govern- 
ment will raise £440,000, and the railway adminis- 
tration the other £110,000. 
—=~e<— 


Road Casualties in March 

In March, 493 people died as a result of accidents 
on the roads of Great Britain. This was 78 more 
than in March, 1959, although casualties as a 
whole were 117 fewer. Motor traffic as estimated 
by the Road Research Laboratory was 7 per cent 
heavier than in March last year 


—=eo— 


Gantry Crane in Rail Yard 

British Railways has 

Sheldon 40-ton electric gantry cr 
Station Livery ( 


Phis 
which by moder tandards was sk 


installed a new Cowans 
ane at Brunswick 


Goods eplaces 1 steam 

crane 
The new crane which spans 

has a longitudinal travel 


ed mainly for handling | 
und underca 
f it for export 

f for [ 


ete 
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One-Way Traffic Spot for Southampton 

Traffic congestion at 
busiest intersection in So 
duced by the introduction of a ¢ ay 
traffic system in place of the existing roundabout 
The Minister of Transport has made a grant of 
£282,786 towards the cost, estimated at £377,048 
of the necessary roadworks. It has been decided 
to improve the existing roads and use them in a 
one-way traffic system A new Docks 


Road 
be built to supersede St. Mary’s Street as a through 
traffic route 


Six Dials Juncti 
uthampton, will be 


irculatory one vay 


will 


<—=~e<™ 

inducements to Large Rail Users 
Measures to improve freight transits on heavy 

traffic routes of New Zealand Railways and to 
reduce the cost were outlined recently. A reduc 
tion of rates is proposed for large consignments of 
miscellaneous goods wherever sufficient regular 
traffic is available and the consignors are prepared 
to accept certain additional responsibilities. They 
would guarantee satisfactory wagon loading and 
tonnage of goods per week between specified 
stations, load and unload the goods, and accept 
responsibility for loss and damage. 

<—eOom— 


Marshalling Yard for Black Country 

Work has started on a £1} million scheme to 
remodel completely the London Midland Region 
marshalling yard at Bescot, near Wednesbury, and 
this will take about two years to complete. At 
present, the area between Birmingham, Wolver 
hampton and Walsall is served by a number of 
marshalling yards of varying size including those 
at Bushbury, Stechford, Wichnor and Birmingham 
Exchange, all of which will cease to be used for 
marshalling when the new Bescot yard commences 
operation. A new freight terminal is to be built 
at Watford, to deal with an area bounded by 
Harrow, Great Missenden and Harpenden. 


Harbour Charges Scheme Inquiry 
The public inquiry by the Transport Tribunal 
into the B.T.C. harbour charges schemes will now 
be held at the Niblett Hall, 3 (North) King’s Bench 
Walk, Temple, London, E.C.4, on May 24 
<—_e<—™ 


Vauxhall Bridgehead Improvement 
Improvements costing £140,000 are to be carried 
out to the at the northern end of 
Vauxhall Bridge. These roads are used by over 
35,000 vehicles daily, and the junction is badly 
congested at peak hours. Each leg of the crossroads 
will have three approac h traffic 
guide giving a width 
through the signals for traffic 
link road will be made 
Gardens, in place of the present diagonal ro 
trafhe light work 


crossroads 


lanes and central 
of 30 ft 
in each direction. A 


through Bessborough 


islands about 


new 
simplify ng 

<_< 
Railway Result in New Zealand 


What is described as furt 


tf £564,050 
Expendit 
of £35,500,047, s t t tl net SS was 
£764,441 last year £563,133 thi 
ind wage im amounted to 
£800,000 
—o— 
Punctuality on Rail 
The North Eastern Region of British Rail 
won three out of the four inter-: 
competitions for 1959 
instituted in 1956. By reducing 
minutes lost per 100 train miles run 
cent for passenger trains and 3.4 
express freight trains, over 1958, the North 
Eastern Region took first place in both these 
competitions. The North Eastern Region was also 
placed first in the absolute passenger competition 
because 79.64 per cent of all passenger trains 
arriving in the region reached their destination on 
time 


reases 


approximately 


Vays 
has gional 
punctuality were 
number of 
by 15.7 per 


per cent for 


which 
the 
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Robotugs at Wolverhampton Depot 

An order for five Conveyancer E.M.I. Robotug 
driverless tractors has been placed by the Western 
Region for use at its goods depot at Wolverhampton 
Herbert Street. They will be principally employed 
on the transfer of goods between rail wagons and 
road vehicles. Approximately 100 wagons carrying 
over 160 tons of goods are received daily at this 
depot. The electronically guided tractor, follow- 
ing a single energised wire laid in the floor, will 
haul a string of loaded trailers on a pre-set course 
It can be directed to stop at any of 12 pre 
determined points and return to its forwarding 
point with the empty trailers for reloading. In 
addition to safety devices which immediately stop 
the truck if the route is obstructed, there is incor 
porated the block control system, referred to in 
our May 7 issue, which, if a section ahead is occu 
pied, halts the train of trolleys until it is clear. One 
clear section is maintained between tractor units. 
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AROUND TH 


All over the world millions of people, 
millions of tons of freight, 


minerals travel 


Whether they be Standard gauge or 
narrow gauge, electric, diesel electric or 
diesel, heated or refrigerated, day coaches, 
sleepers or restaurant cars—vehicles for 
Royalty, permanent way inspection, 
underground or overground, Cravens build 
either to Chief Engineer requirements or 
co-operate with railway authorities in the 
design and building of the most up-to-date 
vehicles for the world’s railways. 
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COMMERCIAL AVIATION 


Transitional Licences 


B.E.A. COMETS WORK HARD 


RRANGEMENTS are being made for issuing 
should the Civil Aviation (Licensing) Bill 
become law) the transitional licences for 

newly-controlled ‘separate fare’’ operations in 
the summer season only of 196] All flights in 
volving the carriage of passengers at separate 
fares will require an air service licence. The regu 
lations to be made will provide that a fare is paid 
if any benefit is given wholly or partly for or in 
connection with the passenger being carried. As 
a result of this definition of separate fares, licences 
be required by airlines for some passenger 
erations for which hitherto approval has not 
en needed These operations are of two kinds 
aircraft are chartered to members 


recognised group (described below 


first where 
] as closed 
) charters) for either single flight or a series 

and the member the group each pay 
ite fare The econ vher 


ns come together charter aircraft and 


number 


10ns nic! re ready controll It 


ed that the Air Transport Licensing Board 
ible to examine all applications for opera 

after October 31, 1961 All operators are 
dvised to make the necessary applications to the 
Minister through the Air Transport Advisory 
Council as early as possible he Council has 
agreed to advise the Minister in time for him to 
make his decisions known by the end of November 
1960, on applications made not later than June 23 


Two Types of Licence 

The transitional licences authorised in respect 
of these separate fare operations will be of two 
kinds. The X licence will be a transitional limited 
Re neral licence to an Operator to Carry certain 
very short series of bona fide closed groups or 
spontaneous groups up to October 31, 1961, sub 
ject to the following conditions: (i) closed groups 
must have a genuine independent existence for 
purposes other than that of obtaining cheap 
travel, and membership of the group must be 
limited in a realistic way; fares will not be con- 
trolled. (ii) the members of a spontaneous group 
need have no other bond than the purpose of 
travelling together, but the total fares which they 
pay must not exceed the total charge by the air- 
craft operators for the charter, and the group 
must not be assembled by a person engaged in 
the business of organising holiday tours. In the 
case of both (i) and (ii) the following additional 
conditions will apply: (a) there must not (except 
within the group) be advertisement of or solicita 
tion for the proposed operations, which must not 
be open, or advertised as open, to the general 
public; (b) the group in question must not have 
chartered and must undertake not to charter more 
than three return flights tor its members, irrespec 
tive of destination, during the period of the licence; 
(c) the Ministry and the Board must at monthly 
intervals be informed what flights for what groups 
have been operated under the licence. In addi- 
tion the Minister might attach other conditions to 
any licence of this type on the advice of the 
Council, but not as to the fares to be charged 

The Y licence will be a licence to an operator 
to operate up to October 31, 1961, a particular 
holiday service (i.e. an inclusive tour or circular 
tour as hitherto understood or one of the separate 
fare operations newly brought under control by 
the Bill and not of the type authorised by an 
X licence) subject to various conditions 


Out by Air—Back by Sea 

Following Home Office and French Government 
approval, Eagle Steamers and Channel Air Bridge 
have announced a joint service for no-passport 
day trips from Southend to Calais giving up to 
seven hours ashore in France The fare for the 
new air-sea service is £3 12s. return. Outward 
flights from Southend will be at 8.10 a.m., 9.50 
a.m. and 11.30 a.m. The Royal Daffodil will leave 
Calais at 5 p.m. Bus services will be available 
from Marck Airport, Calais, to the town centre at 
Is. 6d. and to Dunkirk at 7s. 6d. return 


B.E.A. Builds Up Comet Hours 

The new de Havilland Comet 4B jet air liners 
of British European Airways have earned some 
£500,000 since they were introduced into service 
on April 1. In the six weeks period since the 
start of the jet services the Comets have flown 
more than 1,000 hours and 15,000,000 passenger 
miles as well as mail and freight. These results 
have been achieved by intensive operation with 
a comparatively small fleet—the sixth of the seven 
Comet 4B jets ordered by B.E.A. was delivered 
on May 10. By mid-summer the aircraft will be 
averaging an 8-hour working day in a seven-day 
week. A typical 30-hour cycle of operations for 
a Comet 4B is as follows 

G.M.T G.M.T 


Friday 
Take-off London 22.59 hr Land Moscow 
Saturday — 
Take-off Moscow 04.30 hr London 08.20 hr 
i London 11.10 hr Rome 13,20 hr 
Rome 14.05 hr Athens 15.50 hr 
Athens 16.40 hr ‘ Tel Aviv 18.30 hr 
Tel Aviv 20.10 hr Ms Nicosia 21.00 hr 
Nicosia 21.45 hr = Athens 23.20 hr 


02.30 hr 


Sunday 
Take-off Athens 00.05 hr pe Munich 
Munich 03.20 hr io London 


02.35 hr 
05.00 br 


Air-India Transatlantic Service 

On Saturday, May 14, Air-India International 
put into service for the first time between London 
and New York the Rolls-Royce Boeing 707. During 
this summer Air-India will provide three services 
a week in each direction across the Atlantic, 
leaving London at midday on Fridays, Saturdays, 
and Sundays. In London before departure the 
chairman of Air-India, Mr. J. R. D. Tata, an- 
nounced that flight times would be 7 hr. 20 min 
westbound, and 6 hr. 20 min. eastbound. Mr 
Tata added: ‘‘Until we are joined by our Com 
monwealth partners, B.O.A.C., next month, our 
schedules will be faster than any other operator 
between London and New York.’’ The Boeing’s 
configuration would be for 32 first class and 96 
tourist class passengers. ‘‘We believe that these 
proportions are about right for transatlantic 
traffic. If we require greater numbers of first-class 
seats on our eastern routes it is an easy matter 
to change the configuration to suit our needs.”’ 


P.T.A. CONFERENCE 


I Kh Beiter 


Mr. A. F. R. CARLING, M.A., M.Inst.T. 


Presiding this week over the annual conference of the Public Transport 
Association at Scarborough, the chairman of the association, Mr. 
Allan Frederick Reynolds Carling, a member of the executive staff 
of the British Electric Traction Co., Limited, will, in 1961, have 
served the bus industry for 30 years. Educated at Aldenham School 
and Peterhouse, Cambridge, he joined the staff of the late Mr. A. 
Douglas Mackenzie, director and traffic manager of Southdown 
Motor Services, Limited, in 1931, when his duties related particularly 
to road service licensing. He was appointed assistant traffic manager in 
1938 and also acted as manager of the company’s Portsmouth area 
during the war years 1939-43. In the latter year Mr. Carling was made 
assistant to the managing director, the late Mr. A. E. Cannon, and 
became general manager in 1947 upon the latter’s retirement from 
executive work. He remained in that post until November, 1954, when 
he was transferred to B.E.T. headquarters. He is at present managing 
director of East Yorkshire Motor Services, Limited, Ribble Motor 
Services, Limited, and A. Timpson and Sons, Limited, and chairman of 
London Coastal Coaches, Limited, while other companies of which 
he is a director include African Transport, B.E.T. Omnibus Services, 
and Rhodesia United Transport. He is a member of the National 
Council for the Omnibus Industry and chairman of the Conference 
of Omnibus Companies. One of the initial vice-chairmen of the Southern 
Section of the Institute of Transport when it was established in 1945, 
he served as its chairman in 1948-49. A member of council and a 
vice-president of the Institute, Mr. Carling was awarded its Road 
Passenger Transport Medal in 1951 for his paper “Management and 


the Size of the Operating Unit.” 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Users Committees and Modernisation 


ADVICE ON LONDON TRAFFIC 
i eee in order that the Minister of 


Transport could exercise wider powers in 

relation to area transport users’ consultative 
committees was suggested by Mr. J. A. Leavey 
The Joint Parliamentary Secretary, Mr. Jou~ 
Hay, said that they did not for the present propose 
to introduce legislation to alter the powers of 
these committees. M Leavey said As a number 
of recommendation re be ude for the I 
i Stations, while I 


rganisation 


Commons Wants its Own Bus Stop 
Joun Hay, t ] Par t 
Mi 
R that, for the 
ng Parliament and 
the sus Stopping 
which fixes London bus stor ‘ ynsider 
f ‘ ‘ 


vision of a stopping pi phen's 


Entrance for buses hich pass ng Abingdon 


street (between Parliamen jare and Millbank 


Hull-Barnsley Railway into Road? 

Mr. |. M. Covurson asked the Minister of 
lransport what plans he has for using parts of the 
disused Hull and Barnsley railway line as a road 
to improve communications between the West 
Riding and the city and port of Hull. Mr. I 
MaRPLES said that preliminary investigations have 
been made into the possibility of using parts of the 
disused railway for highway purposes and the 
results are now being studied 


Road Traffic and Roads Improvement Bill 

When the Standing Committee of the House of 
Commons was considering the Road Traffic and 
Roads Improvement Bill, the Joint Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Transport, Mr. Joun Hay, 
explained that the main purpose of the change 
whereby the Minister was no longer bound to 
consult the London and Home Counties Traffic 
Advisory Committee before making any traffic 
regulations for the London traffic area was to 
enable the Minister to do what was vitally necessary 
in London—to move with all possible speed in 
getting things done. An Opposition amendment 
sought to set up a London Traffic Area Committee 
of not more than six members, having experience 
in local government, police administration, com- 
merce, industry, and the trade urfions. This would 
make possible consultation with outside interests 
Sir Ricuarp NuGent, the previous Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Transport, paid warm 
tribute to the work of the London and Home Coun- 
ties Traffic Advisory Committee. He agreed that 
nowadays it was impossible to work through a 
huge, unwieldy committee, but thought there should 
be some informal machinery which would be con 
scious of the general political considerations in 
volved, as new traffic regulations would affect the 
lives of millions of people. 

Mr. Hay said they were seeking to avoid the 
continuing obligation to consult the advisory com 
mittee on every single traffic matter however small 
He could not accept the Opposition amendment 
it was vital that they should not encumber them 
selves with any additional machinery which might 
slow the action they wanted to take. It was not 
intended to wind up the Advisory Committee or the 
London Travel Committee. It was the Minister's 
intention to work with and through the London 
local authorities and in addition they would use 
the new London traffic management unit to obtain 
technical advice from traffic engineers. The Parlia 
mentary Secretary did agree that there was a case 
for an official group of advisers who could explain 
to the public what they were doing in their traffic 
egulations, and how and when they were doing it 





* 


May 22.—S.C.T.S. Tour of Wolverhampton and Shropshire 
Rly .E.4 Special train North Hamoshire Downsman”’ 
with visits to Eastleigh. London Bridge, 930 a.m 
Os N.W. and Y.) Visit to West Yorkshire Road Car 
Co., Limited, Harrogate. 2.15 p.m 
May 23-26.--Instruments, Electronics and Automation Exhibi 
tion at Olympia 
May 24.—Inst.CF W. E. Gelson and G. A. Plank, New 
Highway Bridges Across the River Tigris in Iraq at 
Amara and Kut" and B. Farago and W. W. L. Chan, “The 
of Stee! Decks with Special Reference to the 
Great George Street, S.W.1. 5.30 pm 
/ Peter G. Masefield, ‘Problems and Prospects 
of Air Transport.” John Adam Street, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m 
May 25-29.—Inst.P. Summer meeting. Planning for Productivity 
in the Petroleu.n Industry. Bournemouth 
May 27.~-1.Loco.E. Joint Symposium with A.D.A., “Applica 
tion of Aluminium to Railway Stock.” 1 Birdcage Walk, 
S.W.1. 530pm 
May 28.—0.S. (Northern). Annual coach tour to Lake District 
May 28-June 3.—-L.R.T.L. Visit to Switzerland 


KEY TO CODE 


A.D.A.—Aluminion Development Association; A.F .— 
Aviation Forum; B.1.R.E.—British Institution of Radio 
Engineers; D.E.U.A.—Diesel Engineers and Users Association; 
E.R.S.—Electric Railway Society; H.C.V.C.—-Historic Com 
mercial Vehicle Club: Inst.C.E.—Institution of Civil Engineers 
1.E.E.—Institation of Electrical Engineers; I.N.A.—Institution 
of Naval Architects; I.R.S.E.—Institution of Railway Signal 
Engineers; I.R.T.E.—Institute of Road Transport Engineers 
1.T.A.—Industria!l Transport Association; I. Loco.E.—-Institution 
of Locomotive Engineers; I.Mar.E.--Institate of Marine 
Engineers; I.Mech E.—Institution of echanical Engineers; 
I.Nav.—~Institate of Navigation; Inst.H.E.--Institution of High 
way Engineers; Inst.P.—Institute of Petroleum; Inst.T.---Institute 
of Transport: Inst.Traf.A.—Institute of Traffic Administration 

L.M.R.L.D.S.—London Midland Region Lecture and Debating 
Society; L.R.T.L.—Light Railway Transport League; N.T.M.R.¢ 

Norbury Transpert and Model Railway Club: O.S.—Omnibus 
Society; P.R.D.G.—Peterborough Railway Discussion Group: 
P.V.0.A.—Passenger Vehicle Operators Association; P.W.I — 
Permanent Way Institution R.Ae.S.—Royal Aeronautical 
Society; R.C.H.S.—Railway and Canal Historical Society 
R.C.T.S.-——-Railway Correspondence and Travel Society R.H.A 

Road Haulage Association; R.S.A.—Royal Society of Arts 
Rly ¢ Railway Club; Rly E. Railway Enthusiasts Clab 
Riv.S.A.—Railway Students Association; S.C.T.S.—Southern 
Counties Touring Society; S.E of Engineers; $.L.S 
Stephenson Locomotive Society; S.R.L.D.S.—Southern Region 
Lecture and Debating Society; §. Wales and Mon. R.D.L.D Ss - 
South Wales and Mon. Railway and Docks Lecture and Debating 
Society: T.R.T.A.—Traders Road Transport Association; 
W.R.L.L.DS.—Western Region London Lecture and Debating 
Society; W.W.R.T.S.—West Warwickshire Railway and Travel 
Society. 





COR-TEN GOES DOWN 


At sea as well as ashore new uses are constantly being found for SCW 
Cor-Ten. It was used extensively in the construction of this vessel for 
the Port Talbot Pilotage Authority. 

The Main Deck 

Shell Plating and Anchor Recess 

Floors and Engine Seating 

Chain Locker 

Fresh Water Tank 

Bulkhead Bottom Plating 

Rudder Side Plates 


—were made entirely from Cor-Ten. A typical example of the growing use 
of Cor-Ten in marine construction, and in other fields where high yield 
strength, together with outstanding resistance to corrosion, is vital. 


COR-TEN IS TOUGHER 


Weight for weight, the yield strength of SCW Cor-Ten is 50% higher 
than ordinary mild steel. 

Alternatively— 

Strength for strength, a saving of 1 3 of the weight is possible. 


at 
By * 


7. 
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The ‘“‘Margam Abbey’’—built for the Port Talbot Pilotage Authority by Richard Ironworks Ltd., in 
which Cor-Ten was used extensively. Photograph by courtesy of the Port Talbot Pilotage Authority 


TO THE SEA IN SHIPS 


4-6 times more resistant to atmospheric corrosion. 
Highly resistant to abrasion and fatigue. 


COR-TEN SAVES MONEY 


Initial costs are spread over a longer service life. 

Maintenance costs are reduced. 

Operating costs are lowered—in transport, payloads are bigger because 
of reduction in tare weight. 


Please write to us at the address below for further information or for 
technical assistance in the application of SCW Cor-Ten to your products. 


SOW BRAND 


Or ici 


RAILWAY ROLLING STOCK. AGRICULTURAL AND EARTH-MOVING EQUIPMENT. 
MINE CARS. POWER STATION INSTALLATIONS. BARGES AND SMALL CRAFT 


© 
THE STEEL COMPANY OF WALES LIMITED 


ABBEY WORKS, PORT TALBOT, GLAMORGAN. TELEPHONE: PORT TALBOT 3161 
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DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE 
MAINTENANCE DEPOT 


New Finsbury Park G.N. Line Shed 


> already announced in our columns, a new 
£300,000 depot the first in this country to 
be built specially for the maintenance of 
main-line diesel locomotives—has been brought into 
Finsbury Park by the Eastern Region of 
Railways The site is to the west of the 
Great Northern Line where the former Clarence 
Yard goods yard When working to full 
capacity, it will maintain 152 diesel locomotives 
and 31 shunters—ranging from 350 h.p. to the 
$,300-h p Deltic locomotives for services to Leeds 
Newcastle and Edinburgh 
The site was specially chosen since it gives easy 


use at 
British 


stood 


access to Kings Cross passenger and goods stations 


steel-framed clerestory and flat 
standing feature is the reinforced concrete chim 
ney, which is 55 ft. high; there is an enlarged lower 
portion to house part of a future 
installation. Colt ve 


roof The out 


water softening 


ntilators are installed 


Equipment 
modern fuelling 


Also provided at the depot art 
narging equipment 


and sanding plants, battery-cl 
compressed air facilities, lifting hoists and run 
vays filter-« leaning and injector testing equip 
ment. The latter is by C.A.\ in Inter 
mit filter cleaner; in the room a Laycock 
cleaning tank enables 1 dirt to be 


here is 
same 
ease an | 


gt remove 


Interior view of the Finsbury Park diesel maintenance depot showing the working platforms 


to Ferme Park marshalling yard, Harringay, and 
the London area carriage sidings. The new depot 
will eventually deal solely with periodical exam 
inations and heavy repairs to locomotives, but in 
the meantime will undertake daily servicing 
General servicing facilities, involving the replace 
ment of fuel oil, sand and water, will be undertaken 
at Kings Cross, Hornsey and Hitchin depots 

where most of the locomotives take up their trains 


Structure 

Ihe main shed is a steel-framed structure, having 
a single span of 111 ft. 6 in.; it is 18 ft. 6 in. from 
rail level to the eaves. The roof covering is double 
skinned asbestos cement with glass fibre insulation 
and continuous glazing. The sides consist of dwarf 
brick walls with full glazing over the remainder 
The whole structure is carried on about 400 piles 
The shed contains six tracks—each holding three 
locomotives—the rails being supported on short 
tubular columns above the working floor of the 
pits. This arrangement, in conjunction with per 
manent working platforms at footplate level—a 
special feature of the new depot—enables the 
maintenance work to be carried out with the 
maximum ease and efficiency. 

Heating is by continuous radiant strips, supplied 
with high temperature water from an_ oil-fired 
automatic boiler. The boiler house installation by 
Brightside comprises a La Mont boiler with Brock 
house oil burner A second boiler can be installed 
later if required. The boiler house oil supply pipes 
are heated by a Rother heat exchanger to lower 
the viscosity of the oil in cold weather The fuel 
consumptiven 1s ibout 35 gal. an hr., a small part 
of which comprises waste sump oil 

The boiler house is of brick construction and is 
carried on a reinforced concrete platform. It has a 


from dismantled parts. Murex radiator coolant is 
mixed at the depot in a room above the compressor 
room. The depot has been designed to cater for 
an extension to deal with the maintenance of 
electric locomotives when this becomes necessary 

A two-storey building at the south end of the 
shed accommodates the workshops, stores 
and staff amenities Planned on 
module, it is a_ steel-framed_ structure, 
externally with aluminium-framed curtain walling 
The floors are of reinforced concrete and the roof 
is of light metal decking. The internal partitions 
are demountable and timber-framed with facing 
panels of galvanised metal or varnished plywood 


offices 
a 3 ft. 4 In 
clad 


Designers and Builders 

The design was carried out under the general 
direction of Mr. A. K. Terris, chief civil engineer, 
Eastern Region, Mr. H. H. Powell, architect of 
the region, being specifically responsible for the 
design of all buildings other than the actual 
maintenance depot. The piling was undertaken 
by Holmpress Piles, Limited, of Barnsley Street, 
Hull; the steelwork fabricated by Wright 
Anderson and Co., Limited, Gateshead, and the 
general construction work by Wimpey and Co., 
Limited, of Hammersmith. 

A pleasantly clean shed is adding to the ease 
with which maintenance is carried out on the 
Great Northern Line locomotives in the London 
Diesel-electric locomotives have been intro 
on suburban duties as well as for main-line 
that the teething 
remarkable 
over 90 


was 


area 
duced 
vorking and shunting, and now 
troubles are ended there has been a 
improvement in G.N. punctuality, 
per cent right time arrivals in the peak hours; a 
reward for this is increased public confidence with 
considerably traffic and 


with 


increased receipts 


SE ye AT 


C.P.-L.M. LINK 


Naming Ceremony at Euston 
MOMMONWEALTH ties were strengthened at 
Euston on May 12 when Mr. N. R 
Crump, president of the Canadian Pacific, 
named a new 2,000-h.p. diesel-electric locomotive 
Empress of Britain after the famous Canadian 
Pacific transatlantic passenger liner. It was a happy 
chance he was able to do this after visiting the 
launch at Walker of Empress of Canada. Mr. David 
Blee, general manager, London Midland Region, 
who presided, said that this type of locomotive was 


ome 


4 


trains in the course of a year The said 
Mr. Blee, attached the utmost importance to good 
timekeeping on its services; while complete recon 
struction was being carried out for electrification, 
the additional power which the locomotives 
provided would do much to recover time given to 
the engineers for the purpose 

Mr. Crump, whom Mr. Blee thanked for attend 
ing, is the son of a railwayman and is one of the 
few railway presidents in North America to be a 
qualified diesel engineer. A pleasing feature of the 
occasion was the attendance of Lord Nelson, chair 
man of the English Electric group; the locomotive 
was built by Vulcan Foundry, Limited, with en 
gines and transmissions from the English Electric 


region 


new 


a rE at 


Pa 


t WPRERS 
qatAGee 


The newly named locomotive at Euston on May 12 


now hauling the principal express trains between 
Euston and Liverpool. It was therefore decided 
that the locomotives should carry the names of 
famous vessels based on the great Mersey port. 
Over a quarter of a million people are carried in 
each direction between these two great centres and 
ports, London and Liverpool, by London Midland 


works at Preston. Some 200 of the type have been 
ordered by British Railways from the builder and 
mileages run are as much as 4,000 a week. The 
engine nameplates have been specially designed to 
include a replica of a ship’s wheel and the house 
flag of the steamship line 

(Another illustration appears on page 15) 





Work in progress at 
Perth Hump Yard 


(>) [WESTINGHOUSE] @) 
installation 


This is the first yard in Britain 
to be designed for 
completely automatic control 


It will consist of 30 Sorting Sidings arranged in 5 groups of 
6 sidings each, and the speed of the wagons to these 
sidings will be controlled by 


WESTARDAIR RETARDERS 


The automatic control of the retarders is by the VELAC system 
eeccee 

The electro-pneumatically operated points will be controlled 

automatically by a route setting system operated by a paper 

tape coded in accordance with the cut cards 





Westinghouse Brake and Signal Co. Ltd., 82 York Way, London, N.1 


Saxby & Farmer (india) Private Ltd., Calcutta 
McKenzie & Holland (Australia) Pty., Ltd., Melbourne 
Westinghouse Brake & Signal Co. $.A. (Pty.) Ltd., Johannesburg 
Agents :—Bellamy & Lambie, Johannesburg 














THE 
HISTORY OF WAGONS-LITS 


1875 = 1955 


by 
George Behrend, M.A., F.R.G.S. 


A new 32-page book, giving an excellent descriptive 
picture and historical background of this famous 
international company, covering a period of eighty 
years and containing 32 illustrations and line-drawings. 


Price 3s. Gd. 


Order your copy now from your bookseller or direct from the publisher. 


Modern Transport Publishing Co. Limited 


3-16 Woburn Place, London, W.C.1 
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A Floating Conference Room 





“ALHAMBRINAL SS 


“ALHAMBRINAL” is the modern, 
highly decorative permanent 
interior panelling. it is produced 
in a wide variety of designs and 
colours and is used for ceiling 
linings, under-racks, body panels, 
seat backs, etc.,in motor coaches, 
buses, trolley buses, tramcars, 


railcars and railway carriages. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


ALHAMBRINAL 
DECORATIVE PANELLING : papa : omen 
The British Waterways business conference and social party craft ‘‘Fair Lady’’ at Little 


> 4 Venice; the shelter on the wharf can be supplied as a cloakroom for cocktail party visitors 


EXTERIOR ROOFING 
(SUPERFLEX) 


* 
PROOFINGS 


LITERATURE ON (ON FLAX, COTTON OR JUTE) 
REQUEST 


* 

We will be giad to send you without TARPAULINS, COVERS 

obligation a booklet containing 

fuller details of the products AND SHELTERS 
mentioned in this 
advertisement. 
Samples are 
also availiable. 





Contractors to the Admiralty, War Office, 
Colonial Governments, Home and Foreign 
Railways, Steamship Companies, etc. 


SONS AND COMPANY (BARRHEAD) LIMIT<O 


TELEPHONES: ! TELEGRAMS: 
| FERENEZE WORKS _ Jetesnams: 


BARRHEAD , . 

1038/9 | BARRHEAD, near GLASGOW BARRHEAD The ‘‘Fair Lady’’ arranged for a cruise; as a conference room; below, laid for lunch; right, 

the well-equipped cocktail bar. The craft can be hired at £50 a day for excursions in the 
London area 




















Wagons 
for 
Special 


Duties 


One of thirty 20-Ton Twin Silo Air-discharge Wagons 
leaving Old Park Works, Wednesbury 


METROPOLITAN-CAMMELL CARRIAGE & WAGON CO. LTD. 


HEAD OFFICE: SALTLEY, BIRMINGHAM 8 * LONDON OFFICE: VICKERS HOUSE, BROADWAY, WESTMINSTER S.W.1. 
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OPERATIONAL 


EFFICIENCY IN 


ROAD PASSENGER TRANSPORT 





The Case for Large Double-Deckers 


By H. BOTTOMLEY, C.B.E., 


M.Inst.T., General Manager, 


Ribble Motor Services Limited . 


\M proud of our industry. It has made greater 

contributions towards the stabilisation of the 

cost of living index than any other comparable 
form of service to the community and whilst so 
in general terms improved upon the 
lity of its service. Operating costs per mile 
irrently somewhat in excess of three times 
those of prewar, and would have been considerably 
had it not been for the determined efforts of 
yperators to adopt better methods in order to 


ing has, 


are ¢ 


the impact of advancing prices and wages 
over which they had little or no control 
Manufacturers, too, have played an important part 


technical advancement and improved design of 


hicles—not always without insistent promptings 


I ators 
Be th i l rs basic rate vas | 3d 
l 5d. p hour ninin 1 t ix I 
ears) for 48 hr., with time and a quarter for 
~s lay work, and time and a quarter for overtim 


54 hr with small penalties for 

luties. Today, a driver’s basic rate is 4s. 1}d. per 

hour for a 44-hr with time and a quarter 

for the first two hours of overtime, and time and 
half for extra overtime. Time and a half is 


payable for Sunday work, and an additional 11d 


spreadove I 


week, 


per hour for work on Saturdays after 1 p.m., whilst 
venalty rates for spread-over and lie-over time 
have been increased. Fifteen per cent extra on 
basic rates is payable to one-man operatives in 


respect of hours worked. 
with pay. 

The average amount paid for each hour on duty 
before the war was, including all penalty rates 
and holiday pay, about Is. 54d. The corresponding 
figure today is in the region of 4s. 11d. to 5s. 2d. 
according to the amount of penalty payment time 
involved. This represents an increase of about 
3s. 54d. to 3s. 84d. per hour or an increase of 
237 to 254 per cent. In keeping down his costs, 
the operator is hardly open to the accusation that 
he has done so by exploiting labour. 


There are longer holidays 


Productivity 
A further improvement upon these wages rates 
would make it absolutely essential that all hours 
worked are productive of the best results. To the 


has disproved the validity of such fears but if it 
had not, I would still opt for the large-capacity 
vehicle. If I were faced with the alternative of 
losing the fares of a few passengers on a large 
capacity providing a d 


vehicle or duplicate to a 
smaller-capacity double-decker 


I would still prefer 


to run the risk of carrying a few people for nothing! 
The difference between items of cost of the large 
and the smaller types of double-decker which can 
be said to be established are 1) Initial cost £450 
higher in the ca ft ti large double-deckers 
Allowing for a 12 years ife means that an extra 
annual depreciation allowance f £38 has t be 
provided; (6) fuel consumption of the large d 
lecker is approximately 10 per cent gr hicl 
in it 12 th | ) ch i\ 
slln Z tl irg l e-dec ke i i 
10 The iT ( l i $9 
p t tl ( ID H 
At 40,000 miles per annun this xtra cos 
£65 Road Fund licence fees cost £5 10s. p 
annum more in the cas¢ f the large double-decker 
Other differences in costs are the imponderables 
for example, cleaning. The difference between the 
time taken to clean a 27-ft. vehicle and a 30-ft 
ehicle does exist, though not to the extent of 
the one-ninth extra length because there is only 


one front and one rear to clean in both cases The 


real question for the operator is whether he 
need to increase the 
account of the increase in the size of the vehicle 


Low Extra Costs 


In an attempt to quantify the imponderables, 
and at the same time to illustrate the differences 
in operating costs of the small and large type 
double-deckers at varying annual mileages, I have 
prepared the accompanying statement, which | 
consider illustrates the maximum differences in 
costs between the two types of vehicle, even 
though the costs themselves may be different, in 
some respects, from those which individual 
operators would find applicable to themselves 
Here again, however, there is an imponderable 
factor, though fortunately for illustration pur 
poses, common to both types of vehicle. This 
factor relates to platform staff wages, the costs 


ITEMS OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OPERATING COSTS OF 27-FT. AND 30-FT. LONG 
DOUBLE-DECK BUSES 





Miles Operated per annum 
5,000 





10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 
Costs per annum to nearest £ 

30-ft. LONG 72-SEAT DOUBLE-DECK BUS £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Fuel at 10 m.p.g.—4-34d. per mile 90 181 362 542 723 904 
Tyres—-551d. per mile 11 23 416 69 92 115 
Lubricants—-15d. per mile 3 é 12 19 25 31 
Cleaning at 8s. per day, 6 days per week 125 125 125 125 125 125 
Licences 46 46 46 4¢ 46 46 
Rolling stock repairs at 237d. per mile 49 98 197 25 395 493 
324 479 788 1,097 1,406 1,714 
Drivers and conductors at 11-5d. per mile 240 479 958 1,437 1,916 2,396 
564 958 1,746 2,534 3,322 4,110 
Deprec jation 1/12 x £5,650 471 471 471 471 471 471 
1,035 1,429 2,217 3,005 3,793 4,581 

27-4t. LONG 61-SEAT DOUBLE-DECK BUS 
Fuel at 11 m.p.g.—3-95d. per mile 82 165 329 494 658 823 
Tyres—-525d. per mile 11 22 14 66 88 109 
Lubricants—-15d. per mile 3 6 13 19 25 31 
Cleaning at 7s. 3d. per day, 6 days per week 113 113 113 113 113 113 
Licences 40 40 40 40 40 40 
Rolling stock repairs at 2-25d. per mile 47 4 187 281 375 469 
296 440 726 1,013 1,299 1,585 
Drivers and conductors at 11-5d. per mile 240 479 958 1,437 1,917 2,396 
536 919 1,684 2,45 3,216 3,981 
Depreciation 1/12 £5,200 433 433 133 433 433 433 
iY 1,352 2.117 ? BRS 3.649 4414 
Increased annual! cost of operating a 30-ft. long bus 66 77 1 122 144 167 
Increase in cost per mile 3- 168d 1.848d 1-200d 976d 848d 802d 
Other cost items common to both types of vehicle are omitted 

operator, productivity means vehicle miles, and of which are taken at an equated rate per mile 
maximum productivity means vehicle miles run throughout. This, in practice, would not prove 
by vehicles of the maximum seating capacity. to be the case because the lower a vehicle's total 


Platform staff hours paid for when the bus wheels 
are not turning are non-productive, whether such 
hours are in respect of lie-over time, spread-over 
time or make-up time. Similarly, hours paid for 
when the wheels turn at the average rate of 
10 m.p.h. are under-productive if they could be 
turning at an average rate of 12 m.p.h. There are, 
then, two factors in relation to productivity— 
(a) vehicle miles run per hour worked, (b) the 
quality of the vehicle miles in terms of seating 
capacity. 

Basically, it is economically unsound to operate 
single-deck buses over routes suitable for double 
deck operation, if additional vehicles have to be 
held specifically for duplication with any degree 
of regularity. More recently, that is say since 
1956, when amendment of the regulations extended 
the permissible length of four-wheeled double- 
deckers from 27 ft. to 30 ft., there seems to have 
been an unaccountable hesitation on the part of 
some operators of double-deckers to take advantage 
of the new authorised dimensions. The only sound 
practical reason for this hesitation would appear 
to be on account of the increase in the minimum 
swept circle of the orthodox front-engined 30-ft. 
double-decker (as distinct from the rear-engined 
Atlantean with its minimum swept circle of 68 ft.). 
The swept circle of the 27-ft. double-decker was 
about 62 ft. but its 30-ft. successor suffers the 
disability of a 70 ft. 6 in. swept circle. 

As one who enthusiastically supported the rep- 
resentations made on behalf of our association 
to the Minister of Transport for 30-ft. long four- 
wheeled double-deckers to be permitted, I feel it 
is a great pity if, having succeeded, the fullest 
advantage is not taken of the relaxation in the 
former restrictions. I readily concede that there 
are many services which at peak times would suffer 
delays if operated by 72-78 seat vehicles with a 
rear entrance. 


Economics of Large Double-Deckers 

Coming now to the economics of large-capacity 
double-deck operation, at the time when it was 
first realised that a 30-ft. long vehicle would be 
capable of seating 72-78 passengers with eight 
standing, I heard of apprehensions expressed that 
conductors would not be able to collect all the 
fares when vehicles were full. The front entrance 





* Abstract of a paper presented to the Scarborough conference 
of the Public Transport Association on May 19 


weekly mileage, the greater the likelihood of make 
up time, or other penalty wages payments usually 
incurred in the working of part-day or peak duties 

The table does, however, show that, exemplify 
ing a full-time bus operating 40,000 miles pert 
annum, the extra cost of providing a large-capacity 
double-decker is not more than £144 per annum 
55s. per week, or 8s. per day. I suggest there are 
few local operating conditions where the provision 
of the large seating capacity vehicle is not justified. 
It would take the extra cost of working seven such 
vehicles to equal the additional cost (under-stated 
for the reasons explained) of adding one more 
61-seater, working only 5,000 miles per annum, to 
the operations as a whole. 

The extra elasticity given to the carrying 
capacity of a service maintained by larger seating 
capacity vehicles is, without any immediate and 
obvious mileage saving, sufficiently attractive in 
itself to justify the small extra cost. Again, who 
is to say positively that conditions will not arise 
during the 12 years’ life of a new vehicle when 
the greater carrying capacity will be a valuable 
asset, even if such conditions are not encountered 
at present? 


Bonus Schemes 


If everyone is agreed that the men should be 


‘ 


better paid — and ‘‘everyone’’ includes the 
employers as well as the men—let us not look 
around for unrealistic excuses which may 
boomerang badly in the years to come, but let us 
instead pay up and face the consequences. Seeing 
that our hours of duty are necessarily less 
attractive than in ordinary industry, if we are 
satisfied that increased wages must be paid, then 
why not give an added rate for, say, hours worked 
before 8 a.m. and after 7 p.m. on each weekday? 
A similar idea has been behind Sunday penalty 
payment of time and a half, and added penalty 
payment of lid. per hour after 1 p.m. on 
Saturdays 

On the other hand, if there is no case for higher 
rates of pay, and it is regarded as imperative that 
we compete for labour more effectively with other 
industries which offer production bonus schemes, 
let us attempt to design a scheme based on factors, 
which are readily assessable, easily understood and 
influenced directly by the work performed by the 
men. 


(Continued on page 14) 
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» GOING RIGHT... 
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thanks to 





.and going sweetly 
trichloroethylene. During maintenance 
any of the par have been cleaned 
saves trouble and labour 
Degreasing Plant 


Use an I.C.I. 


PG to keep your vehicles going right. 


For further information please consult 





METAL DEGREASING 
SERVICE 








DP. 263 IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD., LONDON, 8.W.1 




















“Averaging 1,600 miles 
a week, our Octopus 
completed 750,000 miles 
before overhaul.” 

G. A. DAY LTD. 

PORTSMOUTH 


“Two of our Hippos have 
covered 500,000 miles and 
look good for many 
thousands more.” 

RICHARD BIFFA LTD. 

WEMBLEY 





$ the operators opinion that counts! 





Only one person can truly gauge the value 
of a truck—the man who runs it. 

That’s why we at Leyland value above alf 
others the opinion of the operator ... an 
opinion that is backed by facts and figures 
achieved under actual operational con- 
ditions. 

Such reports as we quote, and the many 
hundreds like them that we receive 
throughout the year, prove beyond doubt 
that for long, trouble-free and economical 
performance the Leyland is pre-eminent. 


Jevlan 


FOR FANTASTIC ECONO/-MY 


“After 300,000 miles on 
quarry work and long 
distance haulage our Comet 
still averages 18 m.p.g.” 

F. TAYLOR 
YEOVIL, SOM. 


“This year our oldest 
Beaver completed 510,000 
miles without being 
opened up.” 

W. GIBSON & SON 
CARLISLE 





LEYLAND MOTORS LTD. LEYLAND LANCS 


Sales Division: HANOVER HOUSE, HANOVER SQUARE, LONDON, W.1. Tel: MAYfair 8561 
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OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 


(Continued from page 13) 


The bonus scheme I have visualised is, broadly 
to give to both drivers and conductors the benefit 
of one half of the savings in hours worked brought 
about by improvements in the number of miles 
obtained per hour worked, The datum line to mark 
any improvement would be operations at the date 
the scheme was introduced and, because of seasonal 
variations experienced by most operators, the 
operational results of the previous 12 months 
There are various methods by which improvements 
could be calculated, but I have in mind bonus 
periods of four weeks, so planned as to take 
comparable account of major seasonal variations 
such as at Easter and Whitsuntide 


Basis of Comparison 


The datum line would be provided by the fou: 
weekly figures of the corresponding period of the 
year previous to that in which the 

j j f course, such a 


scheme was 
introduced, and j datum line 
hixed tor i time exceyt r 
nai changes br 
operations 
rat 


‘ 
eT ons 
} at) 


langes ux 


cCaK 


orresponding 4 we 


which 
at 10-15 
Drivers hours 
1498 hours saved represent 
to actaal working 
socom’ decimal 


hours 
cent 


9 36 per 

Therefore half of savings equals 4.68 per cent of 
hours worked by each driver. A driver who had 
worked 200 hours in the four weeks would receive 


4.68 per cent or 9.36 hours bonus, cak ulated at the 


current hourly rate for that particular individual 
driver. If at top rate of 4s. 1jd. per hour, the 
bonus would equal 38s. 5d. for the four weeks 
A variation of this scheme might well be to con 
tinue to assess the first four weeks’ bonus as already 
described, and then, in subsequent four-weekly 
bonus periods, make the assessment of bonus on 
(Continued in adjoining column) 


IMPORTANT CONTRACTS 





Hovercraft Deveiopment Proceeds 


FTER demonstrations on the Thames to 
Members of Parliament and Commonwealth 
Prime Ministers still in London of Hovercraft 

SRN1 on Tuesday afternoon, an agreement 
expected to be signed on Thursday between 
Hovercraft Development, Limited, and Vickers, 
Limited, under which Vickers will build two proto 
type craft of this type. The two new craft are to 
be a fast passenger Jaunch and a larger vehicle of 
something between 15 and 25 tons suitable as a 
car and passenger ferry. Design will be a joint 
Vickers and Hovercraft Development undertaking 
and the craft are to be built at the Vickers factory 
t South Marston, near Swindon. ‘The Thames 
iemonstrations of SRN1 recently been 
fitted with an additional turbine propulsion engine 
Blackburn Marbore ook pl West 
ryt 


Gd Lambeth ! a f around 


was 


which has 
between 


igh mano 
Polyzote Insulation 


Limit 


Manchester Airport Development 

With its rK 
stopway at Manchester Airport me 
Richard Costain (Civil Engineering) 


" 
present VOTK ha run-up afea and 


aring compiction 
Limited, has 








Continued from previous column 


« cumulative basis for the remainder of the bonus 
year 

Assessment on a cumulative basis would reduce 
the operator's risk of paying out a high rate of 
bonus on the basis of comparison with the basi 
year of one four-weekly period, only to find that 
a later four-weekly comparison with the basic year 
had dissipated some of the gain, so that on balance 
a higher bonus had been paid in the earlier period 
than was justifiable. Such an assessment would, 
for example, smooth out temporary fluctuations 
due to icy or foggy weather conditions 

The great advantage of a bonus scheme on this 
or similar lines would be that it was based on facts, 
and on facts which are easily expressed in simple 
terms. It would be the more readily understood 
by those interested in its administration, both on 
the employer's side and the employee's side. 


been awarded a £700,000 contract by Manchester 
Corporation for the construction of a new terminal 
apron and other work. The apron will be 220,000 
sq. yd. in area and involve the placing of 
100,000 cu. yd. of concrete The other work in 
cludes storm water drainage, water supply, bulk 
refuelling, an extensive lighting system and earth 
works. The first stage of the new airport terminal 
building is now being constructed by R. Costain 
and Sons (Liverpool), Limited. 


More A.E.C. Reliances for East Kent 
The East Kent Road Car Co 
placed a further order with A.E.( 
49 «Reliance underfloor single-deck 
This follows an for 40 
vith Park Royal 41-seat bodywork 
number of Re 
200 


Limited, has 
Limited, for 
passe nger 
order being 


chassis now 


completed and 
li Dring the tota ances in service 


vith Kast Kent to nearly 


Eastern Region Contracts 
Regio 


Albions in Demand 

Continuing upsurge in the demand for goods 
vehicles for the home market is reported by Albion 
Motors, Limited. Typical orders placed recently 
include from McKelvie Company for nine 
Clydesdales and nine Reivers, Bernard Swain 
(Transport) for 13 Reivers, Robsons Border 
Transport for 12 Chieftains, J. and A. Smith of 
Maddiston for 12 Reivers, Munro Transport 
(Aberdeen) for six Reivers and six Clydesdales 
Penfold Ready Mixed Concrete for nine Clydes 
dales, Chas. Alexander and Partners (Transport) 
for nine Chieftains, Tartan Arrow Services for five 
Victors, Guests Carriers for six Victors, Spillers 
for eight Chieftains, Sussex Ready Mixed Concrete 
for eight Clydesdales, Little Heywood Transport 
for six Reivers and Matthew Brown and Company 
for six Chieftains. 


| 


and 





--—--§$TC and RAILWAY MODERNISATION-——— 


BRITISH RAILWAYS are installing STCall-transistor 


———-—Telecommunications systems equipment———- 


-———as part of their MODERNISATION PLAN-—-- 
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For the London 
Midiand Region 
all-transistor 





l2-circuit 2-wire 





carrier-on-cable 





telephone system 
in service 





between 
Manchester and 
Cartlistle, 
Lancaster and 
Barrow, Preston 
and Blackburn 
Manchester and 
Liverpool.For the 
Western Region 
between 
Paddington and 
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eading 
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For the Western 
Region ail-tran- 
sistor 3-circuit 
open-wire carrier 
modulated, voice telephone system 
frequency. Tele- in service be- 
graph system in tween Reading 
service between and Bristol 

Paddington and Bristol and 
Reading. Cardiff. 


For the Western 
Region all-tran- 
sistor 24-channel 
frequency - shijt 





stc sTo-c 








For the Western 
Region 300-cir- 
cuit coazial cable 
system with all- 
transistor Sub- 
terranean Re- 
peaters to be 
installed between 
Cardiff and 
Swansea, 


STC LD-1A 
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Standard Telephones and Cables Limited 


Registered Office: Connaught House, Aldwych, London, W.C.2 





/ 
hay 


sc 


TRANSMISSION DIVISION: 


NORTH WOOLWICH .- 


LONDON E.16 





MODERN TRANSPORT 
MAY 21, 1960 


SHIPPING and SHIPBUILDING 


-International Chamber Resolutions 


HE main matters discussed at the annual 
meeting of the International Chamber of 
Shipping in London on May 13 were flag dis- 

crimination and the U.S. Federal Maritime Board's 
investigation into the operations of liner companies 
trading to and from America. Three resolutions 
were adopted. The first deals with the economic 
consequences of flag discrimination and calls for 
concerted action to combat it; the second stresses 
that shipping should be given its rightful place in 
the current for economic co 
operation between Europe and the United States 
the third urges that it should be a condition of 
future international programmes that com 
mercial considerations and the principle of free 
and fair competition should govern the 
shipment of concerned The American 
delegates voted against the three resolutions but 
indicated that they could given support to 


one of the resolutions, i.e. the 


discussions closer 


rid 


alone 


cargoes 


have 
resolution 
this had 

did not 


legislation 


general 
discrimination, if the terms of 
clear that the it 
Ame 


hnerican 


n flag 
vs expressed 
» the rican Cargo preference 
delegation abstained from voting 
with the Federal Maritime 


lution dealing 
: ) il investigation 


asks 


igents In the e f stevedoring 
the rned estimate that 
have to 45,000 
order extends to documents 
jurisdiction of the United 
that is to say to documents which may physically 
more of a other countries 
resolution says these requirements 


and asks the F.M.B. to 


ts alone 

would 
ments The 
the domesti 


lines conce 
produce some docu 
outside 
states 
be in score of 
The Chamber 
ire excessive 


them 


one or 


reconsider 


Bombay Docks Takeover 


()% May 14 the Indian Defence Minister formally 

took possession of the Mazagan Docks from 
the P. and O. Company. These docks at Bombay 
were constructed in the 19th century by the 
company and cover some 35 acres. India intends 
to use six slipways for construction of naval craft 


First Arrival at East German Port 


THE 10,000-ton cargo Schwerin recently 

unloaded the first cargo at the new East Ger 
man deepsea harbour at Rostock on the Baltic. 
When the new harbour is finished in 1965, East 
Germany has hopes of making itself largely in 
dependent of West German ports, as well as to 
capture Scandinavian trade. 


vessel 


Marconi Marine Argonaut Radio 


\ NEW 50-channel v.h.f 
-: for marine the Argonaut—has been 
introduced by the Marconi International Marine 
Communication Co., Limited. It is a combined 
simplex-duplex frequency modulated v.h.f. radio- 
telephone equipment, designed to enable ships to 
communicate on the international calling, inter 
ship, port operations, public correspondence 
channels and private maritime frequencies, in the 
band 156.0 to 163.4 Mc/s. 


transmitter-receiver 


use 


Scottish Waterway Cruises 

SCOTTISH firm, Highland Marine Charters, 
of Balloch on Loch Lomond, is to introduce 
new inland water craft within the 
next month. The more interesting is a 70-seat water 
coach, similar to those operating on the Seine at 
Paris and the Amstel in Amsterdam. General 
design of these passenger cruisers follows the 
European pattern, except that draught has been 
limited to 2 ft. 6 in. because of the channels in 
volved on the Leven. A navigation bridge is also 
being incorporated in the Scottish craft, which 
follow the Continental pattern in having plastics 
allowing full vision The othe 
six- to eight-berth self-drive cabin 
family hire. 


two classes of 


Ssuperstructures 
innovation is a 
for 


cruise! 
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FINANCIAL RESULTS 


Notre. on the trading results, dividends and financial provisions 

of companies associated with the transport industry are 
contained in ae feature, together with details of share 
acquisiti and ¢ f isati 





issues, 





peny for or reorg 


Lloyd’s Packing Warehouses 
Lioyd’s Pat king Warehouses (Holdings), Limited, has acquired 
w cash all the issued capital of Arthur Robson, Limited, air, 
shipping, forwarding, freight and travel agents, of Manchester 


Bristol Aeroplane 

The Bristol Aeroplane Co., Limited 

records that net profit in the year 

£893,000 (£614,000) and on the ordinary 
for the year is 11 per cent 


Spurling Motor Bodies 


For the year ended May 31, Spurling Motor Bodies, Limited 
predicts a group net profit before tax of not less than £250,000 
£138,370). The final dividend will be 74 per cent on capital 
which is to be doubled in a one-for-one scrip issue. This is to 
be followed by a one-for-three rights issue at 6s. per share 


in its 50th annual report, 
1959, after taxation, was 
stock the dividend 


Simms Motor and Electronics 


Figures just released for the financial year 1959 of the Simms 
Motor and Electronics Corporation, Limited, show a very 
stantial improvement over the previous 12 months. 
group profit before taxation was £1,037,690 (£632,072) 
taxation, the figures are £489,490 (£266,072), After transferring 
£100,000 to general reserve, a final dividend of 10 per cent was 
declared, making 214 per cent for the year, including a special 
interim dividend of 64 per cent 


Pacific Northern Railway 


Two British and 
Wenner-Gren British 
Canadian northern 


two Canadian companies are to join the 

Columbia Development Company in the 
railway project new company, called 
Pacific Northern Railway Co., Limited, is to be formed 
The Pacific Northern Railway plans to build and operate a 
700-mile railway line through a stretch of mountain and forest 
country in north-west British Columbia, now served almost 
entirely by air and river boats. The four companies associated 
in the project are: A. V. Roe (Canada), Limited, Toronto, one 
of whose subsidiaries manufactures railway rolling stock; Perini, 
Limited, Toronto, a construction company; Associated Elec 
trical Industries; and the Cleveland Bridge and Engineering 
Co., Limited, Darlington 


eR 


A new British Standard for latex rubber foam 
components for transport seating (B.S. 3157:1960) 
specifies requirements for articles made of latex 
foam rubber. It classifies the foam rubber into 
nine hardness grades, the grades varying according 
to its ‘‘indentation hardness index’’—a character- 
istic which is established by testing. Appendices 
to the new publication also deal with: indenta- 
tion set; pounding test; elongation at break; low 
temperature flexibility; grab test; and an organic 
materials straining test. The final appendix pro- 
vides a series of very helpful notes for designers. 
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 


President of S.M.M.T. 

& gee president of the Society of Motor Manu- 
facturers and Traders for 1960-61 is Mr 
Geoffrey Rootes (deputy chairman and 

managing director of the manufacturing division 
of the Rootes Group). He succeeds Mr. J. M. A 
Smith (assistant managing director of the Ford 
Motor Co., Limited) who now becomes deputy 
president. Mr. M. A. H. Bellhouse (deputy chair 
man of the Steel Co., Limited) was re 
elected for a second term as a vice-president, and 
Mr. D. G director and general sales and 
service manager of Leyland Motors, Limited) was 
also made a vice-president as that 
office to Mr M. L. Breeden (joint managing 
director of Wilmot Breeden, Limited) who now 
becomes hon. treasurer. Sir William Black (chair 
man of A.E.( Limited) has been reappointed as 
an hon. officer 


Pressed 
Stokes 


Successor in 


. . * 
M.B.I \.M.1.Mech.} 
who has been appointed managing director of the 
new B.M.¢ factory at Jathyate 
mercial 


ar. ho. J 


} 


minnott 


ehicles and tractors will 
Queen Rite ag lice 
sall Birmingham Central Te 
sirmingham Commercial College 
ipprenticeship with Wolseley Motor 
from 1932 to 1938. In the 1939-45 
lerritor Army commission in the 


lucated at 


chnical School 


Mr. K. H. J. Sinnott 


South Staffordshire Regiment Transferred to 
R.E.M.E. he was subsequently on the invasion 
planning staff and Field-Marshal Montgomery's 
H.Q. 21 Army Group. Lieut.-Colonel Sinnott com 
manded 7th Armoured Division Workshops in Ger 
many, was awarded the M.B.E. and mentioned in 
dispatches. He returned to Wolseley in 1945, four 
years later was made sales manager of the Nuffield 
agricultural division and subsequently of the Morris 
marine and industrial engine division. Since 1956 
he has been sales manager, Morris Motors, Limited 
* * * 

The London Midland Region (London) Amateur 
Musical Society, the chairman of which is Mr 
Lionel W. Cox, last week performed Brigadoon at 
the Scala Theatre. It was a delightful presentation 


Lord Nelson, Mr. N. R. Crump and Mr. 
David Blee at the naming of ‘‘Empress of 
Britain’’ (see page 11) 


audiences and reflects 
James K. Leslie, the 


which won acclaim by the 
credit on the producer, Mr 
musical director, Mr Charles Brill, and the 
choreographer, Miss Mona Maie Rowson. Some 
attractive lighting effects assisted the depiction of 
the mysteriously disappearing village of Brigadoon 
We were entertained by some good music, good 
singing and good acting, the comedians especially 
making the most of their chances 
* * * 

The following dates have been fixed for meetings 
of the Institute of Transport during the 1960-61 
session : 

1960 October 10: Presidential address 

November 14: Paper 

December 12: Henry Spurrier memorial lecture 
1961 January 9: Paper. 

February 13: Brancker memorial lecture 

March 13: Paper. 

There will also be a shipping lecture, 
during the month of April. Four visual aids meet- 
ings are being arranged, to take place on 
October 18, November 23, and January 17 and 
March 15, 1961. The anniversary luncheon of the 
Institute will be on November 1 this year. 

* * * 

Hart, O.B.E., E.R.D., has been 
divisional traffic manager, Bristol, 
B.R., where he succeeds the late 


probably 


Mr. D. S. 
appointed 
Western Region, 
Mr. L. Edwards 

* * * 

The 83,673-ton Queen Elizabeth, when she sailed 
from Southampton for New York via Cherbourg 
on May 19 was to be commanded for the first time 
since his appointment as Commodore by Captain 
Donald M. MacLean, D.S.C., R.D., R.N.R. Cap- 
tain MacLean was appointed Commodore at the 
end of February while commanding Mauretania 

* 


Mr. G. J. Brant, A.M.I.Mech.E., M.I.B.C.M., 
has been appointed chief engineer of the York 
Trailer Co., Limited. For the past few years he 
has been head of the road transport section of the 
sales development division of the Northern 
Aluminium Co., Limited, and prior to this he was 
works manager of the Lydney factory of the 
Duramin Engineering Co., Limited. Mr. J. R 
Baird takes over as director of engineering of the 
associated York Transport Equipment group of 
Toronto, but will continue to direct company 
affairs from Corby, Northants 


Institute of Transport 
HE election of Mr. K. W. C. Grand as president 
of the Institute of Transport for the year 
1960-61 was recorded in our last issue. The 
vice-presidents for the year will be Messrs 
A. F. R. Carling (executive, British Electric Trac 
tion Co., Limited); H. H. Crow (chairman and 
managing director, Crow Carrying Co., Limited); 
Marshal of the R.A.F. Lord Douglas of Kirtleside 
chairman, British European Airways = 
Johnson (general manager, Eastern Region, British 
Railways); Alex. J. Webb (assistant operating 
manager (Railways), London Transport); and E. G 
Whitaker (transport adviser to the board of 
Uniles Limited). The hon. treasurer is Mr. F. ¢ 
Asgill (vice-chairman, Stephenson Clarke, Limited 
and the hon. librarian Major-General Sir Reginald 
Kerr (general manager British Waterways 
General Sir Brian Robertson, chairman, British 
lrransport Commission, whose term of office as a 
president ends on September 30, has been 
elected a member of council for o1 
October 1, 1960, to f 
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We regret t the death of Mr. W. F 
Crane, founder and chairman 
tor of Cranes (De Limited. He was 
He founded the trailer manufacturing business in 
1913; previously he had been in his father’s timber 
works 
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* . * 

Sir Frederick Handley Page and Sir George 
Edwards were among those to be honoured by the 
Royal Aeronautical Society on Thursday this week, 
on the occasion of the 48th Wilbur Wright 
Memorial Lecture, to be given by Mr. M. J 
Lighthill, F.R.S., director of the Royal Aircraft 
Establishment. Dr. E. S. Moult is president of the 
society for 1960-61. Two honorary fellowships are 
awarded this year—to Sir George Edwards and to 
Professor W J. Duncan—and Sir Frederick 
Handley Page, an honorary fellow of the society 
since 1949, receives the society's gold medal. The 
society's silver medal, awarded for work of an 
outstanding nature in aeronautics, goes to Mr 
R. H. Chaplin, executive director and chief 
designer of Hawker Aircraft, Limited, and the 
British gold medal for aeronautics, awarded for 
outstanding practical achievement leading to 
advancement in aeronautics, goes to Mr. B. E 
Stephenson, F.R.Ae.S., now director of engineer 
ing, Vickers-Armstrongs (Aircraft), Limited 

* * * 

Mr. Keith Granville, C.B.E., M.Inst.1 
ilready a full-time member of the board of 
B.O.A.C. and a director of B.O. A.C Associated 
Companies, Limited, is to be full-time chairman of 
B.O.A.C, Associated Companies, with effect from 
June 30, when Lord Rennell will relinquish his 
present function as acting chairman. Mr. Granville 
will vacate his appointment as deputy managing 
director of B.O.A.C. as from the same date 

* * * 

Mr. William H. Davis has joined the board of 
the British Motor Corporation and will become 
director of production for the Austin and Nuffield 
groups. He has also joined the board of the Austin 
Motor Co., Limited, of which he was a local direc 
tor. Mr. R. A. Stormonth-Darling has also joined 
the B.M.C. board. He is a partner in the City firm, 
Messrs. Laing and Cruickshank, and a director of 


, who is 


Ho'der of the world land speed record during 
the 1930s, Captain George Eyston last week 
rode the footplate of D.800, ‘‘Benbow,”’ 
a Western Region diesel-hydraulic loco- 
motive, hauling the Bristolian, fastest train 
in Britain. On his left here is Mr. R. F 
Hanks, chairman of the Western Area 
Board, and right is Driver S. J. Palmer, 
of Bristol 


the Austin company. Mr. T. G. Bradley has joined 
the latter board as director and general works 
manager, following his service as a local director 
Mr. R. E. T. Couch has joined the board of Morris 
Motors, Limited, after being a local director, and 
will become a deputy director of production for the 
British Motor Corporation. Mr. K. H. J. Sinnott 
will be appointed managing director of the new 
B.M.C. subsidiary to be formed to operate the 
Bathgate factory in Scotland, constructing com 
mercial vehicles and tractors. Mr. C. Spires, at 
present branch manager of Morris Commercial Cars, 
Limited, is to be director and general manager of 
this Scottish company. 
. 

The Minister of Transport appointed Sir 1 
Gilmour Jenkins as the leader of the United King 
dom delegation at the International Conference on 
Safety of Life at Sea, which opened at Church 
House, Westminster, S.W.1, on Tuesday 

7 * + 

At the annual meeting of the International 
Chamber of Shipping held in London on May 13 
Sir Colin S. Anderson was re-elected chairman for a 
further period of two years. Mr. R. Bertram 
(Germany) was re-elected vice-chairman for a 
further year. The other vice-chairman elected was 
Mr. J. Chr. Aschengreen (Denmark) in place of 
Mr. Stig Gorthon (Sweden) who has served for the 
maximum period of two years as vice-chairman 
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Off to the Continent by sleeper and ship...and RAILWAY 


THE CAR WENT TOO [E% 


The open road is an alluring holiday theory. But simple—one of the 14 car-sleeper or car-tourist 
where is the open road ? For those still unversed in services that British Railways are now offering as 
the modern techniques of Getting There, it is part of their drive to improve and extend their 
reached at the cost of a day’s motoring or more, passenger services. There’s Getting Back, too. Night 
and petrol, and hotel bills, and fatigue between home _ travel both ways presents a bonus of two extra days 
and France, Devon or Scotland. The solution is so_ to add te the holiday. (Photographed by Roger Wood) 


LOAD-UP Manchester family, Riviera- 
1 bound; the man-in-charge, Mr. J 

Harrison, one of thousands of wise 
British motorists who between last May 
and September let the railways take the 
tedium out of their journeys. 





we! Chee 2 4 a . 
GHEGK-IN At the local railhead. DRIVE-IN At the start of the journey to the sun. The few, simple formalities are STRETCH-OUT Reserved sleeping berths, four-berth compartments. 
Car meets train. Place waiting. soon completed, British Railways’ expert official driver takes the car over at the No traffic lights, tension, schedules to keep to. Packed suppers and 
There are 14 different routes linking loading bay, garages it in one of the covered vans on the train’s tail. For the next coffee to be had. Fun for the children who consider bunks much better 
Britain's major cities with touring areas in 300 miles, securely held by locking bars, it will go pick~a-back: father, mother, than beds. Good temper ensured for father, mother. 
this country and the Continent. children, on this night trip, will go to sleep. 





' | 
GETTING OFF The Harrisons’ is one of 18 cars, they are four of 62 b & QUICK CHANGE Car-borne again. 8 ALL ABOARD The drive-on drive-off car ferry swallows them like a string of ants 


car-accompanying passengers, delivered to the dockside on that day. A mere gear-change away from the The man from Manchester drives his own car aboard, then strolls to the rail to 
On all car-sleeper services, journeys made in a season total over train, there’s the ship; there beyond relax, a horizon-scanning sailor for an hour and a half. The loading is prompt; 
6,000. Some 16,000 passengers go with the drivers. Enough petrol for 50 _is the Channel; over there is France, adventure. _ the hooter blasts. All are aboard; all are nearly abroad. 
miles may be left in the tank; luggage not needed overnight left in car. There’s nothing to it. 


% 


BESIDE SEA And it’s still only breakfast time. BELOW DECK Portrait of a happy father. Car safe below, as BEHIND WHEEL Together again, and better for the rest. 
5 & 1 On the table, the fried eggs and bacon of 1 1 clean as when it came out of the garage at home. He was What's that ahead? That Open Road. Never seen it look 
England; back there the whitecliffs of Dover,soon advised, because of heavy demands on the car-sleeper service, better. 


as invisible as Manchester. What are they doing in Manchester? to book well in advance. That he did. He now has that inner glow of 
Probably, many of them, congealed in traffic jams trying to get out satisfaction. There’s no doubt about it - he knows he is on to a 1 > @ ee | oe) ae) ee | ee) |) a 
of Manchester. Good Thing. 
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